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              Dear People of Advent,  

 

What is your passion? What do you spend your free time doing? What unique gifts has God given you? 

Too often we compartmentalize and separate our passions from our faith.  We can see our passions as a 

guilty pleasure, when that is in fact far from the truth.  

 

Back when Martin Luther was a young boy, church leaders taught that if you truly wanted to be spiritual 

that you would forsake your passions and instead take on so-called “religious” vows. This was wrong. 

Luther eventually came to recognize that God has vocations or callings for each of us in life. These are 

God-given gifts that God can use in our life for God’s purposes. As the Apostle Paul wrote: “There are 

varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

 

We aren’t dualists who believe in a sharp division between “sacred” and “secular”. As Christians we 

believe that all of life is imbued with sacred meaning. Our Creator God made this world and said it is 

good—of course it was good—God made it, after all!  So when we follow our passions (not letting them 

become idols) we’re actually following God’s purpose for us.  

 

Many of you know that a big passion of mine is building architectural replicas out of LEGO bricks. I’ve 

been fascinated with all things LEGO ever since I was a child. For several years I felt like I just had a 

childish hobby, but lately, it has been exciting to see how God has used this to open doors for the sake of 

His Kingdom.  

 

I’ve wanted to build a LEGO Cathedral for over fifteen years. Until last year, I didn’t know that the 

second largest LEGO builder convention was just a few hours away, in Northern Virginia. As I explored 

the convention (called Brickfair) last year, I knew I wanted to build my Cathedral and put it on display. I 

of course wanted to build an impressive structure and express myself in my art, but in doing so God 

provided me with a unique opportunity to “lift high the cross.” Now of course this LEGO building was 

topped with a spire with a cross at the pinnacle. This opened the door for many spiritual conversations.  
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What gifts and talents and passions and interests has 

God given you to share your faith? My LEGO building 

had a cross on it, but your passions don’t need to have 

to have a cross on them, because YOU are a temple of 

the Holy Spirit. YOU have been marked with the sign 

of the holy cross in your baptism. YOU get to be the 

one to share the goodness of God and His gospel with 

anyone and everyone He brings you into contact with.  

So what is your passion? Gardening? Cars? Books? 

Science? Music? It could be anything. God has given 

you this interest for a specific reason (and that reason 

isn’t merely your own entertainment!) God has given 

you gifts for them to be used for His Kingdom 

purposes.  How can you share those gifts with the 

people in your life? How can you share those gifts with 

our congregation, or with the church at large? How can 

you share those gifts with the hundreds of people who 

walk in and out of our building each and every day? 

When you are who God made you to be, and use the 

gifts God has given you, then you’ll know the joy of 

living out God’s calling. 

 

Encouraging you in your life in Him. 

Pastor Aaron Bueltmann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission  

Of Advent Lutheran Church of  

Harford County is:  

 

TO BRING AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE  

 TO SALVATION IN CHRIST JESUS THROUGH  

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT . 
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2230 Rock Springs Road, Forest Hill, Maryland 

410-838-5967 

 

www.adventluthch.org   (Church) 

www.adventchildcare.com  (Child Development Center) 

 

Sunday Worship Service – 9:30 AM         Sunday School – 11 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study – 10 AM 

 

The Reverend Aaron J. Bueltmann 

The Reverend Paul V. Bickel, Pastor Emeritus 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Jerry Backof, Harry Belsinger, Richard Randall, Stacey Roush 

 

ELDERS 

Richard Broomfield, Dennis Card, Jerry Miller, Tom Tittel 

 

EDUCATION – CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Jerry Backof, Rick Broomfield,Celeste Card, Lois Schreiber,  

Wayne Shuckle, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

FINANCE 

Harry Belsinger, Terry Cooper, Wilma Muir, Susan Rymarz, Lois Schammel, Julie Tittel 

 

MUSIC 

Organists, Pianists 

Richard Broomfield, Celeste Card, Rachel Card, Wilma Muir 

 

ACE (Advent Contemporary Ensemble) 

Clarence Broomfield, Richard Broomfield, Jeff McGranor, Tom and Julie Tittel, Mike Whitacre 

 

OUTREACH 

Nancy Belsinger, Martha Cooper, Carol Kidd, Carol Kreyling, Verna Liescheidt,  

Jane Miller, Stacey Roush, Susan Rymarz, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

PROPERTY 

Richard Broomfield, Jim Liescheidt, Jeff McGranor, Bob Wilke 

 

http://www.adventluthch.org/
http://www.adventchildcare.com/
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OCTOBER 2019 READINGS 

 

 

  

SERVICE DATE TEXT 

 

SEVENTEENTH 

SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 

 

6 October 2019 

 

Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 62; 2 Tim 1:1-14; Luke 17:1-10 

 

 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 

 

13 October 2019 

 

Ruth 1:1-19a; Psalm 111; 2 Tim 2:1-13; Luke 17:11-19 

 

 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 

20 October 2019 

 

Gen. 32:22-30; Psalm 121; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

 

REFORMATION DAY 

 

27 October 2019 

 

Rev. 14:6-7; Psalm 46; Rom. Rom. 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

or Matt. 11:12-19 

 

 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the Name of the Father,  

and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I commanded you.   

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the ages.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

ACTS OF ADVENT 
 

ATTRACT, CONNECT, TRAIN, SERVE 

 

 Attract others to investigate the possibility of a personal relationship with Jesus. 

 

 Connect with those investigating a relationship with Jesus to the love of Jesus through worship, 

fellowship with Christians, service to others, and any other creative ways the Holy Spirit leads us. 

 

 Train each other through God’s holy word and other Spiritual resources to be ready to carry out 

“ACTS” of Advent. 

 

 Serve others in any way possible with the intent of sharing the love of Jesus and attracting them to 

investigate a relationship with Jesus. 
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VOTERS’ MEETING MINUTES 

June 16, 2019 

 

The June Voters’ meeting of Advent Lutheran Church was opened at 

11:08 am by the President Pro Tem, Dick Randall, with a prayer by 

Pastor Bueltmann.  Registration of voting members was taken (44) 

and determination of quorum was made. 

 

BOARD REPORTS   

 Pastor – Synod Convention coming up on July 20-25 in Tampa, FL, Pastor will be attending as 

our representative.  July 14 will be the dedication of the pavilion followed by a cookout, service 

will be held in the pavilion. 

 Elders – No report was given. 

 Education – Friday was the graduation for the 4-year old class from the CDC, very nice service 

was held and a grant from Thrivent was used to purchase the decorations for the graduation.  

Will are currently showing approximately 40 students for the summer, there will be a summer 

program running with field trips, and there is a wait list for the Infant room for fall admission. 

 Property – Parking lot was patched and shrubs have been removed. Very big thank you to all the 

volunteers that help with the upkeep of the grounds. 

 Outreach – Strawberry Festival was successful, thanks to everyone who helped.  $1668 was 

collected in income, $300 was specifically for the mission, $95 was spent in expenses, leaving a 

net income of $1273. 

 Finance – Financials were reviewed, offerings have dropped off but need to be around $16,000 

per month to continue meeting the church expenses with a little cushion.  Suggestion was made 

to use “Special Projects” fundraising to cover costs of making changes that have been requested 

by the congregation and pastor, by doing so no funds would be taken from the budget.  Motion 

made by Susan Rymarz to have a plaque created in honor of the memorial donations given in 

Nancy Wancowicz’s name for the construction of the pavilion and affixed to the pavilion prior to 

the dedication, seconded by Carol Kreyling, approved by all. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS – After much discussion, motion was made by Wayne Schuckle to accept the 

ballot as written, this was seconded by Jeff McGranor and accepted by all.  The following officers were 

elected: 

 President (1 year to complete remainder of term) – Jerry Backof 

 Vice President (2 year term) – Dick Randall 

 Outreach (1 year term to complete remainder) – Jane Miller 

 Elder (2 year term) – Tom Tittel 

 

Stacey Roush made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Susan Rymarz.  All 

agreed and the meeting adjourned following the Lord’s Prayer at 12 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Stacey Roush 

Recording Secretary 
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August 19, 2019 

Meeting opened at 7:03 pm with a prayer from Pastor.  Those in attendance were Dick Randall, Harry 

Belsinger, Wayne Schuckle, Pastor Aaron Bueltmann, Jim Liescheidt, Jerry Backof, Jane Miller, Jerry Miller, 

and Stacey Roush.   

MINUTES – approved prior to this meeting. 

BOARD REPORTS 

PASTOR – 1) Convention proceedings will be published in book form and mailed to each congregation 2) 

Potluck picnic & Hymn sign at Noske’s farm on September 1st 3) Publishing a “Verse of the week” for the CDC 

Children and will be creating a video devotion for parents to watch 4) Will decide on time to setup Lego 

artwork for congregation, CDC & Nature Preschool to view 5) Jerry Miller has been named Head Elder 6) 

Tues-Thur Sept 3-5 will be on vacation 7) Will be purchasing some of Luther’s Small Catechisms for new 

members classes. 

 

ELDERS – 1) Currently in a transitional state, Jerry has just received notes, books, etc. from prior head elders 2) 

Creating schedulers for September 3) Reviewing spiritual needs that are the elders’ responsibilities to handle. 

 

EDUCATION – 1) Disappointed in how things with the Nature Preschool have been transpiring 2) Working TO 

improve classroom appearance 3) Working with Pastor and Edie to get the word out that we are a “Christian-

based Child Care Facility” to increase student counts. 

 

PROPERTY – 1) CDC has requested a 50” TV be mounted in hallway for showing a CDC video on loop, TV 

was purchased by the CDC, Council approved 2) Playground areas have been sprayed for weeds, some limbs 

need to be removed near the lights 3) Congregant paid for mulch & labor to spread the mulch in the bed to the 

left of the front entrance 4) Holding pond inspections have outstanding issue in front of the drain that needs to 

be addressed 5)  Need to replace 3 gate latches 6) Section in ceiling in sanctuary needs to have the tape and 

spackle repaired 7) Getting bogus alarm calls 8) will have Harford Alarm come out to change access codes to 

CDC area. 

 

OUTREACH – 1) Starting to collect food again for the Mason-Dixon Community Center 2) Carol Kidd took 

charge of the potluck for the Pavilion Dedication and scheduled a baseball game outing 3) Visiting Forest Hill 

Heights once a month, residents are very receptive and appreciative 4) Laura Sipe is working to have members 

come in and read Bible Stories to the CDC children 5) Margaret is planning to do puppet shows monthly 6) 

Some interest has been shown in having the Christmas Mart. 

 

FINANCE – 1) Reviewed financials 2) CDC bookkeeper has been ill, so July accounting is off and will be 

corrected in August. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Will be sharing and trying some new ideas for keeping the service moving. 

 

Wayne motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Jerry Miller.  Meeting adjourned following 

the Lord’s Prayer at 9:08 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Stacey Roush 

Recording Secretary 
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A NEW SELF 
 

The compassion Jesus offers challenges us to give us our fearful clinging and to enter with him into 
God’s fearless life.  In saying be compassionate as your loving God is compassionate, Jesus invites us to 
be as close to each other as God is to us.  He even asks us to love one another with God’s own 
compassion.   A divine compassion is a compassion without the slightest tinge of competition.  
Therefore, only God can be wholly compassionate because only God is not in competition with us.  The 
paradox of God’s compassion is that God can be compassionate because God is wholly other than we 
are.  Because God is wholly other, God can become wholly as we are.  God can become so deeply human 
because God is so fully divine.  In short, God can be fully compassionate because there is no 
comparison with us and thus God is in no way in competition with us. 

Jesus’ command be compassionate as your loving God is compassionate is a command to participate 
in the compassion of our Creator God.  Jesus requires us to unmask the illusion of our competitive 
selfhood, to give us clinging to our imaginary distinctions as sources of identity, which depends not on 
what we can achieve, but on what we are willing to receive.  This new self is our participation in the 
divine life in and through Christ.  Jesus wants us to belong to God as he belongs to God; he wants us to 
be children of God as he is a child of God; he wants us to let go of the old life, which is so full of fears 
and doubts, and to receive the new life, the life of God.  In and through Christ we receive a new identity 
that enables us to say, “I am not the esteem I can collect through competition, but the love I have freely 
received from God.”  It allows us to say with Paul, “I live now not with my own life but with the life of 
Christ who lives in me” (Ga. 2:20). 

 This new self, the self of Jesus Christ, makes it possible for us to be compassionate as our loving 
God is compassionate.  Through union with God, we are lifted out of our competitiveness with each 
other into the divine wholeness.  By sharing in the wholeness of the one in whom no competition exits, 
we can enter into new, compassionate relationships with each other.  By accepting our identities from 
the one who is the giver of all life, we can be with each other without distance or fear.  This new 
identity, free from greed and desire for power, allows us to enter so fully and unconditionally into the 
sufferings of others that it becomes possible for us to heal the sick and call the dead to life.  When we 
share in God’s compassion, a whole new way of living opens itself to us, a way of living we glimpse in 
the lives of the Apostles and those great Christians who have witnessed for Christ through the 
centuries.  This divine compassion is not, like our self-made compassion, part of the competition.  
Rather, it is the expression of a new way of living in which interpersonal comparisons, rivalries, and 
competitions are gradually left behind. 

Paul gives us a beautiful example of this new-found compassion in his letter to the Philippians.  
There he writes:  God is my witness how much I miss you all with the tender compassion [the 
splangchan] of Christ Jesus (Ph 1:8).  Paul feels for his people with the same divine intimacy.  His 
compassion is thus much more than mere sympathy or emotional attachment.  It is the expression of 
his new being in Christ.  In Christ, Paul has become capable of the all-embracing and deeply moving 
compassion of God.  He therefore says, “I miss you in the slangchan of Christ,” that is, with Christ’s own 
most intimate divine interiority.  Paul’s new life in Christ, through, which he was lifted above rivalry 
and competition, allowed him to extend divine compassion to his people.  This reveals to us the great 
mystery of Paul’s ministry.  He touched people with God’s compassion, a compassion so deep and so 
full that it could not fail to bear fruit.  This also is the mystery of our new way of being together.  It has 
become possible to be together in compassion because we have been given a share in God’s 
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compassion.  In and through this compassion, we can begin to live in solidarity with each other as fully 
and intimately as God lives with us. 

“Compassion  A Reflection on the Christian Life” – Henri J. M. Nouwen, Donald P. McNeill and 
Douglas A. Morrison 

 

 

 

THE PROBLEM OF PAIN BY CS LEWIS 
(QUOTES) 

 

 

 There have been times when I think we do not desire heaven; but more often I find myself 

wondering whether, in our heart of hearts, we have ever desired anything else.  

 

 I am considering not how, but why, He makes each soul unique. If He had no use for all 

these differences, I do not see why He should have created more souls than one. Be sure that 

the ins and outs of your individuality are no mystery to Him; and one day they will no longer 

be a mystery to you. The mold in which a key is made would be a strange thing, if you had 

never seen a key: and the key itself a strange thing if you had never seen a lock. Your soul has 

a curious shape because it is a hollow made to fit a particular swelling in the infinite contours 

of the divine substance, or a key to unlock one of the doors in the house with many mansions. 

For it is not humanity in the abstract that is to be saved, but you, you, the individual reader, 

John Stubbs or Janet Smith. Blessed and fortunate creature, your eyes shall behold Him and 

not another’s. All that you are, sins apart, is destined, if you will let God have His good way, 

to utter satisfaction…Your place in heaven will seem to be made for you and you alone, 

because you were made for it—made for it stitch by stitch as a glove is made for a hand.  

 

 Why else were individuals created, but that God, loving all infinitely, should leave each 

differently?  

 

 If all experienced God in the same way and returned Him an identical worship, the song of 

the Church triumphant would have no symphony, it would be like an orchestra in which all 

the instruments played the same note. Aristotle has told us that a city is a unity of unlikes, and 

St. Paul that a body is a unity of different members. Heaven is a city, and a body, because the 

blessed remain eternally different: a society, because each has something to tell all the 

others—fresh and ever fresh news of the “Ny God” whom each finds in Him whom all praise 

as “Our God”. For doubtless the continually successful, yet never completed, attempt by each 

soul to communicate its unique vision to all others (and that by means whereof earthly art and 

philosophy are but clumsy imitations) is also among the ends for which the individual was 

created.  

 

 Once, before creation, it would have been true to say that everything was God. But God 

created: He caused things to be other than Himself that, being distinct, they might learn to 

love Him, and achieve union instead of mere sameness…Even within the Holy One Himself, 

it is not sufficient that the Word should be God, it must also be with God. The Father eternally 

begets the Son and the Holy Ghost proceeds: deity introduces distinction within itself so that 

the union of reciprocal loves may transcend mere arithmetical unity or self identity.  

https://www.lookingatchrist.com/problem-of-pain-cs-lewis-summary-quotes-outlin 
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   THE SACRAMENT OF  

  LIVING 

 
One of the greatest hindrances to internal peace which the Christian encounters is the common 

habit of dividing our lives into two areas, the sacred and the secular.  As these areas are 

conceived to exit apart from each other and to be morally and spiritually incompatible, and as we 

are compelled by the necessities of living to be always crossing back and forth from the one to 

the other, our inner lives tend to break up so that we live a divided instead of a unified life. 

 

Our trouble springs from the fact that we who follow the fact that we who follow Christ inhabit 

at once two worlds, the spiritual and the natural.  As children of Adam we live our lives on earth 

subject to the limitations of the flesh and the weaknesses and ills to which human nature is heir.  

Merely to live among men requires of us years of hard toil and much care and attention to the 

things to this world.  In sharp contrast to this is our life in the Spirit.  There we enjoy another and 

higher kind of life; we are children of God; we possess heavenly status and enjoy intimate 

fellowship with Christ. 

 

This tends to divide our total life into two departments.  We come unconsciously to recognize 

two sets of actions.  The first are performed with a feeling of satisfaction and a firm assurance 

that they are pleasing to God.  These are the sacred acts and they are usually thought to be 

prayer, Bible reading, hymn singing, church attendance and such other acts as spring directly 

from faith.  They may be known by the fact that they have no direct relation to this world, and 

would have no meaning whatever except as faith shows us another world, “a house not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

 

Over against these sacred acts are the secular ones.  They include all of the ordinary activities of 

life which we share with the sons and daughters of Adam:  eating, sleeping, working, looking 

after the needs of the body and performing our dull and prosaic duties here on earth.  These we 

often do reluctantly and with many misgivings, often apologizing to God for what we consider a 

waste of time and strength.  The upshot of this is that we are uneasy most of the time.  We go 

about our common tasks with a feeling of deep frustration, telling ourselves pensively that 

there’s a better day coming when we shall slough off this earthly shell and be bothered no more 

with the affairs of this world.   

 

This is the old sacred-secular antithesis.  Most Christians are caught in its trap.  They cannot get 

a satisfactory adjustment between the claims of the two worlds.  They try to walk the tight rope 

between two kingdoms and they find no peace in either.   Their strength is reduced, their outlook 

confused and their joy taken from them. 

 

I believe this state of affairs to be wholly unnecessary.  We have gotten ourselves on the horns of 

a dilemma, true enough, but the dilemma is not real.  It is a creature of misunderstanding.  The 

sacred-secular antithesis has no foundation in the New Testament.  Without doubt a more perfect 

understanding of Christian truth will deliver us from it. 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself is our perfect example, and He knew no divided life.  In the 

Presence of His Father He lived on earth without strain from babyhood to His death on the cross.  

God accepted the offering of His total life, and made no distinction between act and act.  “I do 

always the things that please him,” was His brief summary of His own life as it related to the 
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Father.  As He moved among me He was poised and restful.  What pressure and suffering He 

endured grew out of His position as the world’s sin-bearer; they were never the result of moral 

uncertainly or spiritual maladjustment. 

 

Paul’s exhortation to “do all to the glory of God” is more than pious idealism.  It is an integral 

part of the sacred revelation and is to be accepted as the very Word of Truth.  It opens before us 

the possibility of making every act of our lives contribute to the glory of God.  Lest we should be 

timid to include everything.  Paul mentions specifically eating and drinking.  This humble 

privilege we share with the beast that perish.  If these lowly animal acts can be so performed as 

to honor God, then it becomes difficult to conceive of one that cannot. 

 

That monkish hatred of the body which figures so prominently in the works of certain early 

devotional writers is wholly without support in the Word of God.  Common modesty is found in 

the Sacred Scriptures, it is true, but never prudery or a false sense of shame.  The New Testament 

accepts as a matter of course that in His incarnation our Lord took upon Him a real human body, 

and no effect is made to steer around the downright implications of such a fact.  He lived in that 

body here among men and never once performed a non-sacred act.  His presence in human flesh 

sweeps away forever the evil notion that there is about the human body something innately 

offensive to the Deity.  God created our bodies, and we do not offend Him by placing the 

responsibility where it belongs.  He is not ashamed of the work of His own hands. 

 

Perversion, misuse and abuse of our human powers should give us cause enough to be ashamed. 

Bodily acts done in sin and contrary to nature can never honor God.  Wherever the human will 

introduces moral evil we have no longer our innocent and harmless powers as God made them; 

we have instead an abused and twisted thing which can never bring glory to its Creator. 

 

Let us, however, assume that perversion and abuse are not present.    Let us think of a Christian 

believer in whose life the twin wonders of repentance and the new birth have been wrought.  He 

is no living according to the will of God as he understands it from the written Word.  Of such a 

one it may be said that every act of his life is or can be as truly sacred as prayer or baptism or the  

Lord’s  Supper.  To say this is not to bring all acts down to one dead level; it is rather to lift 

every act up into a living kingdom and turn the whole life into a sacrament. 

 

If a sacrament is an external expression of an inward grace, then we need not hesitate to accept 

the above thesis.  By one act of consecration of our total selves to God, we can make every 

subsequent act express that consecration.  We need no more be ashamed of our body – the 

fleshly servant that carries us through life – than Jesus was of a humble beast upon which He 

rode into Jerusalem.  “The Lord hath need of Him” may well apply to our mortal bodies.  IF 

Christ dwells in us we may bear about the Lord of glory as the little beast did of old and give 

occasion to the multitudes to cry, “Hosanna in the highest.” 

 

That we see this truth is not enough.  If we would escape from the toils of the sacred-secular 

dilemma the truth must “run in our blood” and condition the complexion of our thoughts.  We 

must practice living to the glory of God, actually and determinedly.  By mediation upon this 

truth, by talking it over with God often in our prayers, by recalling it to our minds frequently as 

we move about among men, a sense of its wondrous meaning will begin to take hold of us.  The 

old painful duality will go down before a restful unity of life.  The knowledge that we are all 

God’s, that He has received and rejected nothing, will unify our inner lives and make everything 

sacred to us. 
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This is not quite all.  Long-held habits do not die easily.   It will take intelligent thought and a 

great deal of reverent prayer to escape completely from the sacred-secular psychology.  For 

instance it may be difficult for the average Christian to get hold of the idea that his daily labors 

can be performed as acts of worship acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  The old antithesis will 

crop up in the back of his head sometimes to disturb his peace of mind. Nor will that old serpent 

the devil take all this lying down.  He will be there in the cab or at the desk or in the field to 

remind the Christian that he is giving the better part of his day to the things of this world and 

allotting to his religious duties only a trifling portion of his time.  And unless great care is taken 

this will create confusion and bring discouragement and heaviness of heart. 

 

A concomitant of the error which we have been discussing is the sacred-secular antithesis as 

applied to places.  It is little short of astonishing that we can read the New Testament and still 

believe in the inherent sacredness of places as distinguished from other places.  This error is so 

widespread that one feels all alone when he tries to combat it.  It has acted as a kind of dye to 

color the thinking of religious persons and has colored the eyes as well so that it is all but 

impossible to detect its fallacy.  In the face of every New Testament teaching to the contrary, it 

has been said and sung throughout the centuries and accepted as part of the Christian message, 

the which it most surely is not.  Only the Quakers, so far as my knowledge goes, have had the 

perception to see the error and the courage to expose it. 

 

Here are the facts as I see them.  For four hundred years Israel had dwelt in Egypt, surrounded by 

the crassest idolatry.  By the hand of Moses they were brought out at last and started toward the 

land of promise.  The very idea of holiness had been lost to them.  To correct this, God began at 

the bottom.  He localized Himself in the cloud and fire and later when the tabernacle had been 

built He dwelt between holy and unholy.  There were holy days, holy vessels, holy garments.  

There were washings, sacrifices, offerings of many kinds.  By these means Israel learned that 

God is holy.   It was this that He was teaching them.  Not the holiness of things or places, but the 

holiness of Jehovah was the lesson they must learn. 

 

Then came the great day when Christ appeared.  Immediately He began to say, “Ye have heard 

that it was said by them of old time . . .but I say unto you  . . .”  The Old Testament schooling 

was over.  When Christ died on the cross the veil of the temple was rent from top to bottom.  The 

Holy of Holies was opened to everyone who would enter in faith.  Christ’s words were 

remembered, “The hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 

worship the Father. . .  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 

the Father in spirit and in spirit and in truth:  for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is 

Spirit, and they that worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.  

 

Shortly after, Paul took up the cry of liberty and declared all meats clean, every day holy, all 

places sacred and every act acceptable to God.  The sacredness of times and places, a half-light 

necessary to the education of the race, passed away before the full sun of spiritual worship. 

 

The essential spirituality of worship remained the possession of the Church until it was slowly 

lost with the passing of the years.  Then the natural legality of the fallen hearts of men began to 

introduce the old distinctions.  The Church came to observe again days and seasons and times.  

Certain places were chosen and marked out of holy in a special sense.  Differences were 

observed between one and another day or place or person.    “The sacraments” were first two, 

then three, then four, until the triumph of Romanism they were fixed to seven. 
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In all charity, and with no desire to reflect unkindly upon any Christian, however misled, I would 

point out that the Roman Catholic church represents today the sacred-secular heresy carried to its 

logical conclusion.  Its deadliest effect is the complete cleavage it introduces between religion 

and life.  Its teachers attempt to avoid this snare by many footnotes and multitudinous 

explanations, but the mind’s instinct for logic is too strong.  In practical living the cleavage is a 

fact.   

 

From this bondage reformers and puritans and mystics have labored to free us.  Today the trend 

in conservative circles is back toward that bondage again.  It is said that a horse after it has been 

led out of a burning building will sometimes by a strange obstinacy break loose from its rescuer 

and dash back into the building again to perish in the flame.  By some such stubborn tendency 

toward error, Fundamentalism in our day is moving back toward spiritual slavery.  The 

observation of days and time is becoming more and more prominent among us.  “Lent” and 

“holy week” and “good” Friday a words heard more and more frequently upon the lips of gospel 

Christians.  We do not know when we are well off. 

 

In order that I may be understood and not be misunderstood I would throw into relief the 

practical implications of the teaching for which I have been arguing, i.e., the sacramental quality 

everyday living.  Over against its positive meanings I should like to point out a few things it does 

not mean. 

 

It does not mean, for instance, that everything we do is of equal importance with everything else 

we do or may do.  One act of a good man’s life may differ widely from another in importance.  

Paul’s sewing of tents was not equal to his writing an Epistle to the Romans, but both were 

accepted of God land both were true acts of worship.  Certainly it is more important to lead a 

soul to Christ than to plant a garden, but the planting of the garden can be as holy an act as the 

winning of a soul. 

 

Again, it does not mean that every man is as useful as every other man.  Gifts differ in the body 

of Christ.  A Billy Bray is not be compared with a Luther or a Wesley for sheer usefulness to the 

Church and to the world; but the service of the less gifted brother is as pure as that of the more 

gifted, and God accepts both with equal pleasure. 

 

The “layman” need never think of his humbler task as being inferior to that of his minister.  Let 

every man abide in the calling wherein he is called and his work is sacred or secular, it is why he 

does it.  The motive is everything.  Let a man sanctify the Lord God in his heart and he can 

thereafter do no common act.  All he does is good and acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

For such a man, living itself will be sacramental and the whole world a sanctuary.  His entire life 

will be a priestly ministration.  As he performs his never so simple task he will hear the voice of 

the seraphim saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts:  the whole earth is full of His 

glory.” 
http://www.ntslibrary.com/PDF%20Books/Tozer  - Pursuit of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ntslibrary.com/PDF%20Books/Tozer%20%20-%20Pursuit%20of
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Love one another, as I have loved you. 
—John 15:12 

 
As I study the subject of “separation” in the Old 
and New Testaments, I discover that the weight of 
Scripture lies in the direction of fellowship rather 
than separation. What is the great overwhelming 
evidence that we have passed from death unto life? 
It is love! Jesus Christ clearly was speaking of 
visible unity, such as can be seen by the world. His 
motive for praying was that the world might 

believe and the world might know. He prayed for unity among believers. God, who wills man’s unity in 
Christ, is a God of variety. So often we want everyone to be the same—to think and speak and believe as 
we do. Many Scripture passages could be called to witness that love is the real key to Christian unity. In 
the spirit of true humility, compassion, consideration, and unselfishness, we are to approach our 
problems, our work, and even our differences.                                                                                                                        
Rev. Billy Graham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

GENERAL FUND 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF ETHEL LOTZ BY CAROL KREYLING. 
 

IN THE PAVILION 
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I arrived slightly late to the sanctuary as a 
visitor one day, having struggled to get 
my infant son’s rainy coat off him in the 
foyer. Opening the sanctuary door I was 
literally grabbed by the shoulder, spun 
around, and told by an usher to stay put 
until the opening prayer was over. As a 
seminary student at the time, my 
tolerance as an unknown visitor to this 
church was likely higher than most 

church shoppers. But needless to say, I never went back. 

 

The following is a list of ways congregations, and more specifically you as a member 

of a congregation, can love any and all who walk through your doors. This list is 

adapted from the book Now Go Forward by J. David Eschelman, who says, “Loving 

unbelievers the way Jesus did is the most overlooked key to growing a church…The 

command to love is the most repeated command in the NT, appearing at least 55 

times.” 
 

1.      Every church member is a host and not a guest. Making visitors feel welcome is 

primarily the responsibility of members, not the nebulous “church.” 

 

2.     The most important person for a visitor to talk to in order to feel at home in a new 

church is you. It is not the pastor, or the greeter, but a regular attender. Eshleman 

says “One of the most impressive gestures we can extend to first time visitors is for 

people with no official position to take the initiative and welcome them.” 

 

3.     Treat first time visitors as guests of God, not strangers.  

 

4.     Smile at everyone and offer your hand. 

 

5.     Look people in the eye and smile.  

 

6.     Take the initiative, don’t wait for visitors to initiate conversation with you. 

 

7.     Learn people’s names and remember them. 

 

8.    Use [only] appropriate and allowed Touch such as a hand shake or a gentle pat on 

the back. 

How do you welcome visitors in worship and make them feel at 

home?   Not by grabbing and shhhhhhing them, that’s for sure!  

http://www.amazon.com/Now-Go-Forward-Reaching-Congregation-ebook/dp/B003C1QQ48/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
http://blog.chron.com/thepeacepastor/files/2013/08/welcome.jpg
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9.          Ask questions and learn about your guests. It is better to express interest in 

them than it is to try to “sell” your church. 

 

10. Listening is a very effective way to show love. 

 

11. Greet children at their level. 

 

12. Let children be children. Yes, families love children’s church and child care. We 

also love it when you allow us to decide if our children should remain with us in 

worship. And even more, when you love our kids as kids (crying, playing, singing!) 

and don’t expect them to be grown-ups. 

 

13. Invite visitors to join you at something, anything! Invite them to today’s 

fellowship meal, next Sunday’s Christian Education hour, or to a restaurant for some 

one on one time. 

 

14. Never let new people sit alone.  Eschelman says, “New people 

should never have to sit alone. Take initiative and go to them without delay.” 

 

15. Help visitors find seating that suits their families needs. 

 

16. Help first time visitors by being their tour guide and helping them find 

worship resources. Visiting a new church is like a cross-cultural experience, even for 

those of us who have visited dozens of other churches. 

 

17. Invite people to fill out your church’s visitor registration card or information.  

 

18. Tell people you’re glad they are here. 

 

19. Pray for them throughout your week. 

 

20. Be yourself! You are loving! You have a good thing going! You have the 

capacity to love more people, and to love more deeply. Eschelman says, “Practice 

making people feel special, and what you give to others will be returned to you.” 
 

https://blog.chron.com/thepeacepastor/2013/08/20-ways-how-to-make-someone-feel-welcome-in-

church/ 

 
Hospitality is not a given among Christians,  

it’s a calling which requires a specific skill set.  
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October 2019: Charitable Gift Planning Newsletter Article  

For Associated Ministries,  Gift Planning Counselors and Associate Counselors 

 

REFORMING OUR WAYS 
John the Baptist differentiated himself from Jesus by saying “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire.”  John’s purpose was to make straight the paths and encourage us to “Bear fruits in keeping 

with repentance.” (Luke 3:8) Similarly, St. Paul proclaimed that “God wants us to turn to God and 

perform deeds in keeping with our repentance.” (Acts 26:20)  Reforming our ways is not about outward 

alterations or a political viewpoint. Indeed, “God has granted repentance that leads to life!” (Acts 11:18)  

 

In his famous 95 theses, Martin Luther wrote “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent' (Mt 

4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” Repentance is not simply a 

recognition of wrong-doing but being set free from sin itself. Repentance is acknowledging that all we 

can find about ourselves is sin, and that our rescue comes from Jesus who alone could rescue us through 

His life, death and resurrection. The reformers discovered the Jubilee of forgiveness, and it caught fire.  

 

Many in our times equate God’s kindness with prosperity, good looks, health or strong ability. However, 

if our ways aren’t reformed in the heart, where sin emulates, then it’s not likely to be a reformation that 

leads to Jubilee or eternal life. Paul asked the Romans, “Do you not know that God's kindness is meant to 

lead you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4b).  

 

Is repentance reforming your ways? When our ways are reformed by the Holy Spirit, we recognize our 

spiritual depravity before God. In the freedom of God’s grace received, we notice the things we manage 

are not ours to manipulate for our dark purposes, but are opportunities given by God so that we might 

show His Son Jesus through our lives. The way we plan to distribute the worldly wealth we manage for 

Him will characterize blessings rather than curses. 

 

Contact Robert Wirth, LCMS Foundation Gift Planner @ robert.wirth@lfnd.org or 716-863-4427. You 

can discover that your congregation has a trusted charitable guide available to encourage you to plan 

and direct your passion to give to family and beloved ministries, so others might know that your own 

heart is  reformed and wholly devoted to God.                                                                                                       

mailto:robert.wirth@lfnd.org
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER PICNIC 
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Sunday, 14 July 2019 
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  Working together! 

Pastor Aaron!! 
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 . . . here’s the scoop! 

And the lucky winner is... Jordan! 

Ms. Lisa’s (teacher in the three year class at our CDC) son,  

was the lucky winner of a Tesla Model 3! 

Jordan is a software engineer at Clearedge IT Solutions and won the car in 

a raffle at the company picnic on September 4th.  

Way to go Jordan!! 
 

Miss Edie! 
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GET  YOUR  

CAR  WASHED  HERE! 
 

The price is reasonable. 

. . ..all we want. . is to 

play in the water! 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 

me and do not hinder them, for to such 

belongs to the kingdom of heaven.”                                

Matt. 19:14 



Listening                                         Trusting                                    Rejoicing 
 

 



Listening                                         Trusting                                    Rejoicing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           Happy Belated Birthday to Terry Cooper – 6 August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill the cup of your heart brimming full with gratitude, humbly ask for forgiveness and the chance 

to start fresh. The purpose of our life is to bring love and joy to others, 

God has trusted you with another chapter to fulfill this test. 

Happy blessed birthday to you! 

Happiness and pain and sorrow 

Were our portions through the years 

That we two have lived together; 

But love helped to dry all tears. 

And my heart gives me this message, 

Knowing all that I know now, 

If the clock could be turned backward, 

I’d still take that holy vow! 

Gertrude Buckingham 
 

David and Stacey Roush  9 October 

 

“God will either give you what you ask for, or something far better.“ 
Robert Murray McCheyne 

OCTOBER 

Dick Randall   2 October 

Carol Pfaff   7 October 

Nancy Belsinger  9 October 

Paul Bickel               11 October 

Linda Creswell   19 October 

Wayne Schuckle              21 October 

Carolyn Bredenhoeft              23 October 

Elizabeth Brandenburg              24 October 
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL, BEREAVED, OR IN OTHER NEED OF PRAYERS: 

Helen Bargiel (I. Matusz' aunt), Carla Brandenburg, Ed Card, Rita Carder, Diane Ciccotelli (fr. Belsinger),  

Ken Davenport (br. S. Backof), Rev. and Mrs. Richard Gudgel (Pastor's grandparents),   

Mary Ingley (fr. Randall), Lissa Marino, Robert Mazer, Joe Mceever (fr. Rymarz),   

Karen Munski (sister B. Bradford), Dot Polley (fr. Saunders), Emily Ransil (fr. Cards),  

John Rokos, Heather Saunders and baby, Jeffrey Saunders, 

 Sherrie Saunders, Patti Schammel (D. Randall’ cousin), Tom Tittel, Aaron Weimer,   

Rosina Wenrich (sister Marino) 
 

 

PRAY FOR ALL THE MISSIONARIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN ALL THE WORLD 

 

 

REMEMBER ALL THE MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE IN OUR COUNTRY AND IN THE COALITION 

 WHO REMAIN OVERSEAS OR SERVE AWAY FROM HOME: 

 
Chaplain Mike Hendrick 
Pvt. Darrin M. Dingey 

Pvt. Kenneth Doster 

PFC Michael Cyr 

SPC George Wheeling 

Tech IV Craig Nesbitt 

Cpl. Brian Justice 

Sgt. Alex Dilks 

SSgt. April Lynn Brown 

Ssgt. Chris Nichols 

SSgt. Joseph Nichols 

SSgt. Kyle Silvernale 

Lt. J. G. Alex Palomino 

Capt. Matt Quinn 

 

 

 

“Did you know that while you were sleeping last night, 

Jesus was praying for you?  He lives to make 

intercession.  So when you and I get done with 

ourselves, and we focus our prayers on other people, we 

are doing exactly what Jesus is doing:  making 

intercession.” 
“Storm” – Jim Cymbala      

When you fall on your knees and ask God for help, don’t forget to fall back to your knees and 

say “Thank You” when he answers. 
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BE BRAVE! 

 
God gives His hardest 

battles to His bravest 

Soldiers. 

Rita Carder 

1631Millersville Road 

Millersville, Maryland  21108 

 

Jim Griffiths 

Greenfield Senior Living at Bel Air 

1415 St. Francis Road 

Bel Air, MD.  21014 

 

Jim and Anne Mazer 

Apt. 2013 

3001 St. Clair Drive 

Abingdon, MD.  21009 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sherrie Saunders 

212 Bynum Ridge Road 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

410-838-9660 

 

Ruth Ulrich 

#411 

Forest Hill Heights 

1 Colgate Drive 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

 

Diane Wagner 

500 Plumtree 

Bel Air, MD.  21015 

 

 
 

“Everyone you meet is a part of your journey, but not all of them are meant to stay in your life. 
Some people are just passing through to bring you gifts; either they're blessings or lessons.”  

― Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/49604402
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SOMETHING TO TICKLE YOUR 

FUNNY BONE 

 

A CAT GOES TO HEAVEN 

A cat dies and goes to Heaven. God meets him at 

the gate and says, you have been a good cat all of 

these years. Anything you desire is yours, all you 

have to do is ask.' The cat says, 'Well, I lived all my life with a poor family on a farm and had to 

sleep on hardwood floors.' God says, 'Say no more.' And 

instantly, a fluffy pillow appears. 

A few days later, 6 mice are killed in a tragic accident and 

they go to Heaven. God meets them at the gate with the same 

offer that He made the cat. The mice said, 

'All our lives we've had to run. Cats, dogs 

and even women with brooms have chased us. If we could only have a pair of 

roller skates, we wouldn't have to run anymore.' God says, 'Say no more.' And 

instantly, each mouse is fitted with a beautiful pair of tiny roller skates.  

About a week later, God decides to check and see how the cat is doing. The cat is 

sound asleep on his new pillow.  God gently wakes him and asks, 'How are you 

doing? Are you happy here?' The cat yawns and stretches and says, 'Oh, I've 

never been happier in my life. And those Meals on Wheels you've been sending 

over are the best!'  

 
 

    


