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Dear People of Advent, 

 

As we make our way through the start of a new church year, it is good to reflect on its 

significance in our lives of discipleship. One way you can think about the church year is that it 

is the life of Christ in the life of His Church. The seasons and feast days and Scripture readings 

mark our discipleship journey by retracing events of the earthly life of Jesus.  The church year 

is a cycle, and the repetitive remembrance of the life of Christ shapes our life together.   

 

The church year begins with the season of Advent, as we wait with saints of old for the 

fulfillment of God’s ancient promises. Then with Christmas, we celebrate the humble birth of 

Jesus, God incarnate, dwelling with us in the midst of all our problems. With Epiphany, we 

remember that Jesus came to be the savior for all tribes, not just his own. We remember his 

baptism and his transfiguration and how at both events, God the Father affirmed the true 

identity of Jesus: “This is my Son, whom I love.” 

 

At Ash Wednesday we remember that God created us from dust, and even though a sin-broken 

world brings us back to dust, we look to the promise of Jesus as the first fruits from the dead as 

new life and new hope springs forth. During Lent, we remember Jesus’ suffering presence with 

us. On Palm Sunday, we welcome him (even if we misunderstand him). On Maundy Thursday 

we feast with him and he treats us like kings by washing our feet. On Good Friday, we mourn 

his impossible death. On Holy Saturday, we are left in the lurch with his lonely disciples. On 

Easter Sunday we stand in amazement at the empty tomb. Then on Ascension Day, we rejoice 

that he reigns over all. On Pentecost, we rejoice in the work of God’s Holy Spirit who calls 

people of every language to faith by God’s Holy Word. On Holy Trinity Sunday, we marvel at 

the identity of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We also marvel at the baptismal identity that 

he has given to us and made us partakers in the fellowship of the Holy Trinity. Next is the long 

season of Pentecost, green for new growth as God’s Word and Spirit conform us to the image 

of Christ. The other festivals remind us of angels and saints and the fact that Christ is the King 

over all.  
 

Then comes Advent. The cycle begins again—but time is not cyclical.  The story of Jesus 

repeats itself in the church year, and we are reminded all over again of his promise, incarnation, 
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life, death, resurrection, and ascension. The church year goes in a circle, but reality goes in a 

straight line. We are left waiting for something even through the cycle begins again. There are 

really two Advents that are superimposed over one another. The first, we’ve already discussed: 

imagining what it must have been like for those saints of old to look forward to Christ’s first 

arrival.  This is the one that cycles around and around in our memories. The second Advent we 

have not discussed. The second Advent is the one that launches us forward at the end of the 

church year. This is the one within which we live every day of our lives. This is the one by 

which we are called “The People of Advent.” We live in the time of waiting. Not for Christ’s 

first arrival, for that has already taken place. No, we live with eschatological expectation in 

Christ’s second arrival—his second advent.  

 

As we make our way through the cycle of the church year, we’re ever living in the season of 

Advent as we await his return. The Holy Spirit of God brings the things of God to our 

remembrance. I’ll close with these words from our Lord from John 14:23-28: 

[Jesus said,] If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 

will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 

words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Fathers’ who sent me. These things I 

have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 

have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me say to 

you, I am going away, and I will come to you. 

 

Jesus will return! How will you use the time you have left? 
 

Pastor Aaron Bueltmann 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission  

Of Advent Lutheran Church of  

Harford County is:  

 

TO BRING AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE  

 TO SALVATION IN CHRIST JESUS THROUGH  

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT . 
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2230 Rock Springs Road, Forest Hill, Maryland 

410-838-5967 

 

www.adventluthch.org   (Church) 

www.adventchildcare.com  (Child Development Center) 

 

Sunday Worship Service – 9:30 AM         Sunday School – 11 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study – 10 AM 

 

The Reverend Aaron J. Bueltmann 

The Reverend Paul V. Bickel, Pastor Emeritus 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Jerry Backof, Harry Belsinger, Richard Randall, Stacey Roush 

 

ELDERS 

Richard Broomfield, Dennis Card, Jerry Miller, Tom Tittel 

 

EDUCATION – ADVENT CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Jerry Backof, Rick Broomfield, Celeste Card, Lois Schreiber,  

Wayne Shuckle, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

FINANCE 

Harry Belsinger, Terry Cooper, Wilma Muir, Susan Rymarz, Lois Schammel, Julie Tittel 

 

MUSIC 

Organists, Pianists 

Richard Broomfield, Celeste Card, Rachel Card, Wilma Muir 

 

ACE (Advent Contemporary Ensemble) 

Clarence Broomfield, Richard Broomfield, Jeff McGranor, Tom and Julie Tittel, Mike Whitacre 

 

OUTREACH 

Nancy Belsinger, Martha Cooper, Carol Kidd, Carol Kreyling, Verna Liescheidt,  

Jane Miller, Stacey Roush, Susan Rymarz, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

PROPERTY 

Richard Broomfield, Jim Liescheidt, Jeff McGranor, Bob Wilke 

 

http://www.adventluthch.org/
http://www.adventchildcare.com/
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SERVICE DATE TEXT 

 

THE PURIFICATION OF 

MARY AND THE 

PRESENTATION OF 

OUR LORD 

 

2 February 2020 

 

1 Sam. 1:21-28; Psalm 84; Heb. 2:14-18; 

 Luke 2:22-32 (33-40) 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 

THE EPIPHANY 

 

9 February 2020 

 

Is. 58:3-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16); 

Matt. 5:13-20 

 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 

THE EPIPHANY 

 

 

16 February 2020 

 

Deut. 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Cor. 3:1-9;  

Matt. 5:21-37  

 

THE 

TRANSFIGURATION OF 

OUR LORD 

 

 

23 February 2020 

 

 

Ex. 24:8-18; Psalm 2:6-12; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matt. 17:1-9 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

 

26 February 2020 

 

Joel 2:12-19; Psalm 51:1-13 (14-19); 2 Cor. 4:20b-6:10; 

Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 

and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the ages.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 READINGS 
 

“Remember that you are dust and to dust you 

shall return.  

Genesis 3:19”  
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December 15, 2019 

 

 

The December Voters’ meeting of Advent Lutheran Church 

was opened by Jerry Backof at 10:50 am with a prayer.   

 

Registration of voting members was taken (33) and 

determination of quorum was made. 

 

The minutes of the September Voters’ meeting were reviewed.  Sharon McGranor motioned to 

accept as written, Jim Leischiedt seconded, and all agreed.   

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT   

The bookkeeper’s position for the CCDC was filled by Jackie Castagna, a laptop and Quicken 

were purchased for this position, and Jackie has updated the data.  SED Student Load Repayment 

Program has awarded $2500 to Pastor Aaron which was added to other donations given, bring 

his total award over $3000. 

  

BOARD REPORTS  

 

PASTOR – Thanks for all the help, the donations, etc.  The shut-ins send everyone “Hello”.   

Ruth Ulrick passed away on December 19.  The President of Concordia Seminary is retiring, 

they are accepting names for a call list to fill this position.  Pastor read a list of names that he 

would like to have added to the nominations, Susan Rymarz motioned to submit this list of 

names, Carol Kreyling seconded, the congregation voted and accepted the list.  Pastor will be 

flying to Israel after Christmas to tour and vacation for two weeks. 

 

ELDERS – Membership roles have been updated.  In January, the Church Directory will be 

updated.  The Elders list for the congregation will also be updated. 

 

EDUCATION – No December Board of Education meeting will be held.  There have been issues 

reported regarding the MDSSL leave balances, the leave hours have been corrected.  The board 

would like additional training hours purchased for the EZCare program.  The Christmas Mart has 

donated funds to have the floors stripped for the CCDC, the CCDC will be responsible for the 

balance.  The project will be scheduled.  The CCDC proposed budget hasn’t yet been added to 

the church’s 2020 proposed budget. 

 

PROPERTY – Electricity has been added to the pavilion.  The concrete between the side parking 

area and CCDC entrance has been replaced.  Always accepting assistance with interior and 

exterior upkeep. 

 

OUTREACH – The Christmas Mart was very successful, raised $3100+, proceeds given to heating 

and floor stripping for the CCDC.  All donations for the Samaritan’s Purse were greatly 

appreciated.  We have two families for the giving tree, extra food will be sent to Welcome One 
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and the Mason-Dixon Community Center.  There will be caroling and a potluck supper this 

month. 

 

FINANCE – Harry was unavailable, so the budget was distributed for review.  The budget will be 

discussed and voted on next week at a special meeting after service. 

 

Susan Rymarz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Pam Weimer.  

All agreed and the meeting adjourned following the Lord’s Prayer at 11:26 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Stacey Roush 

 

 

Addendum to minutes: (notes from special budget meeting) 

Special meeting held on 12/22/2019 to discuss and vote on budget 

 

Susan Rymarz motioned to approve budget as proposed, Dennis Card seconded and all approved.  

Meeting was adjourned and closed with Lord’s Prayer following the vote. 

 
  

QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 

What was Joseph’s (husband of Mary) father’s name? 
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Thank you for your generous Christmas gift! 

I was very pleasantly surprised to see such a generous outpouring of 

support so close on the heels of your generous support towards the 

continued elimination of my seminary loans. Your kindness and support 

means so much to me. It continues to be a privilege for me to be your 

pastor. Thank you also for the nice card and LEGO set! I’m grateful to 

God for the love and care you have shown me in numerous ways 

throughout the past three-and-a-half years. I thank God for you. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Aaron J. Bueltmann 
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Just before the service, from 4:30-6:45pm, 

Pastor Aaron will have his LEGO creations set up 

and available for viewing. The display room will 

also be open after the service until 9:00pm. 

 

Pastor Aaron has made architectural replicas of: 

-Advent’s Sanctuary 

-A block of Baltimore Rowhomes 

-An award-winning cathedral 

-Baltimore’s own Mr. Trash Wheel 

-Oil Well Pumps 

You’re invited to attend to our  

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE AT 7:00PM ON 

FEBRUARY 26TH  

as we begin the season of Lent. 
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Advent Lutheran Church received a check for 

$23.53 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 

2019.  

 

 

A big thank you to everyone who has used GoodSearch and/or GoodShop to support Advent. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Our shoeboxes were shipped to Burundi on December 3, 2019. Located in East Africa, Burundi 

has been known for centuries, in part, for its political instability and violence between the rival 

Hutu and Tutsi peoples. Samaritan’s Purse began distributing gift-filled shoeboxes to this 

nation’s children in 2008 and launched The Greatest Journey, our follow-up discipleship 

program, here in 2013.  

  

The last two sentences were copied from the Samaritan’s Purse site. There is also another 

paragraph about a family there who became Christian because their 9-year-old son received a 

shoebox and started going to The Greatest Journey. 
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WHAT IS ASH WEDNESDAY? & WHY 
CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE IT 

 

Kelly Givens Contributing Editor to Crosswalk.com 

 

Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Often called the Day of Ashes, Ash Wednesday starts 

Lent by focusing the Christian’s heart on repentance and prayer, usually 

through personal and communal confession. Here's what you need to 

know about this significant holiday.  

Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is always 

46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40-day season (not counting 

Sundays) marked by repentance, fasting, reflection, and ultimately 

celebration. The 40-day period represents Christ’s time of temptation in 

the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan tempted him. Lent asks 

believers to set aside a time each year for similar fasting, marking an 

intentional season of focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, 

and resurrection. 

WHO CELEBRATES ASH WEDNESDAY? 

Have you ever noticed how once a year, usually in February or March, there are a lot of people walking around 

with an ash cross on their foreheads? You probably knew it had something to do with Lent, but you weren’t 

sure why the ash cross was significant. 

Or maybe, you grew up in a Catholic or Protestant church that held Ash Wednesday services each year, and so 

you’re already familiar with the service, but aren’t too sure about the history of Ash Wednesday and Lent, and 

what they have to do with the Christian faith. If you want to learn more about this important day in the liturgical 

calendar and why so many celebrate Ash Wednesday and Lent, read on! 

Often called the Day of Ashes, Ash Wednesday starts Lent by focusing the Christian’s heart on repentance and 

prayer, usually through personal and communal confession. This happens during a special Ash Wednesday 

service. 

https://www.christianity.com/church/church-life/what-is-ash-wednesday-why-do-christians-celebrate-it.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html
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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF ASH WEDNESDAY AND WHAT HAPPENS? 

During Mass (for Catholics) or worship service (for Protestants), the priest or pastor will usually share a sermon 

that is penitential and reflective in nature. The mood is solemn - many services will have long periods of silence 

and worshipers will often leave the service in silence. 

Usually, there is a responsive passage of Scripture, usually centered around confession, read aloud about the 

leader and congregation. Attendees will experience communal confession, as well as moments where they are 

prompted to silently confess sins and pray. 

After all of this, the congregation will be invited to receive the ashes on their foreheads. Usually, as the priest or 

pastor will dip his finger into the ashes, spread them in a cross pattern on the forehead, and say, “From dust you 

came and from dust you will return.” 

Where do the Ashes Come from and what do the Ashes Symbolize? 

In many congregations, the ashes are prepared by burning palm branches 

from the previous Palm Sunday. On Palm Sunday, churches bless and hand 

out palm branches to attendees, a reference to the Gospels’ account of 

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when onlookers lay palm branches 

on his path. 

The ashes of this holiday symbolize two main things: death and repentance. 

“Ashes are equivalent to dust, and human flesh is composed of dust or clay 

(Genesis 2:7), and when a human corpse decomposes, it returns to dust or ash.” 

“When we come forward to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, we are saying that we are sorry for our sins, and 

that we want to use the season of Lent to correct our faults, purify our hearts, control our desires and grow in 

holiness so we will be prepared to celebrate Easter with great joy” (The CatholicSpirit.com). 

With this focus on our own mortality and sinfulness, Christians can enter into the Lent season solemnly, while 

also looking forward in greater anticipation and joy of the message of Easter and Christ’s ultimate victory over 

sin and death. 

WHEN IS ASH WEDNESDAY IN 2020? 

Here are the important dates of Lent and when they occur in 2020: 

IMPORTANT DATES 

OF LENT 
BRIEF OVERVIEW OF SIGNIFICANCE 2019 DATE 

Ash Wednesday 
The beginning of Lent, a day of reflection and repentance from 

sin 
February 26, 2020 

Palm Sunday Celebrates Jesus's triumphant entry into Jerusalem April 5, 2020 

Holy Week The week leading up to Easter April 5 - April 11, 2020 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=ge+2%3a7
http://thecatholicspirit.com/holy-days/lent/why-do-we-receive-ashes-on-ash-wednesday-2/
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-is-ash-wednesday-this-year.html
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Maundy Thursday 
Commemorates the foot washing and Last Supper of Jesus 

Christ with the Apostles 
April 9, 2020 

Good Friday 
Commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus and his death at 

Calvary 
April 10, 2020 

Easter Sunday 
Celebrates the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and his 

victory over sin and death. 
April 12, 2020 

THE HISTORY OF LENT AND ASH WEDNESDAY 

The history and beginnings of Lent aren’t clear. According to Britannica.com, Lent has likely been observed: 

“since apostolic times, though the practice was not formalized until the First Council of Nicaea in 325 CE.” 

Christian scholars note that Lent became more regularized after the legalization of Christianity in A.D. 313. St. 

Irenaeus, Pope St. Victor I, and St. Athanasius all seem to have written about Lent during their ministries. Most 

agree that “by the end of the fourth century, the 40-day period of Easter preparation known as Lent existed, and 

that prayer and fasting constituted its primary spiritual exercises.” 

WHAT ARE YOU NOT ALLOWED TO EAT ON ASH WEDNESDAY? 

As far as the exact rules and practices of Lent, those have changed over the years. “In the early centuries fasting 

rules were strict, as they still are in Eastern churches,” notes Britannica.com. “One meal a day was allowed in 

the evening, and meat, fish, eggs, and butter were forbidden. The Eastern church also restricts the use of wine, 

oil, and dairy products. In the West, these fasting rules have gradually been relaxed. The strict law of fasting 

among Roman Catholics was dispensed with during World War II, and only Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 

are now kept as Lenten fast days.” 

IS ASH WEDNESDAY ONLY FOR CATHOLICS, OR CAN PROTESTANTS CELEBRATE TOO? 

Catholic, Orthodox and many (but not all) Protestants appreciate and observe Lent. Though Lent is not named 

or observed in the Bible, as Christianity Today notes, “the path of Lent—prayer, fasting, and generosity over a 

period of time—is heavily emphasized by the authors of and characters in the Bible, including Jesus. The Bible 

commends a lifestyle of worship and devotion that looks considerably like Lent. Therefore, while the word is 

absent in the Bible, the reality of Lent is woven throughout the whole of Scripture, as we have discovered.” 

In his Gospel Coalition article Evangelicals Embracing (and Rejecting) Lent, Trevin Wax gives us an important 

reminder regardless of whether we personally observe Lent: 

“I hardly think the church is suffering from too much fasting,” Wax says. “But I do think the church is suffering 

from too much self-righteousness (and I include myself in this indictment). Lent – being either for or against – 

can become a way of climbing up on to the pedestal.” 

He goes on to say, “What is more important than the practices we take on is the heart attitude behind them. If 

there’s anything we should give up this time of year, it’s our sense of superiority either to those outside the 

church or those inside the church who do things differently than we do.” 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/evangelicals-embracing-and-rejecting-lent/
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VERSES TO REFLECT ON FOR ASH WEDNESDAY: 

If you’d like to start thinking through and observing Lent and Ash Wednesday, here are a few verses specific to 

Ash Wednesday to meditate and reflect on, and then a prayer you can pray to observe the day. 

 Our Creation: Genesis 2:7 - Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

 Our Curse: Genesis 3:19 - By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 

ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

 Our Cry of Repentance: Psalm 51:7- 10: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I 

will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide 

your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

Service 

 

26 February 

7:00 PM 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A7-+10&version=NIV
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Kevin, from Cobourg, Canada, competes professionally in Highland style 

games in North America when not conducting duties such as weddings and 

baptisms at St Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Kevin, who has been a pastor for the last 22 years, said: “Most people in 

religious circles find it hard to believe that I do all these feats of strength. A 

pastor is usually small and weak. 

“But my parishioners here at the church are always supportive. We are a 

nice big family and they like to hear about my exploits.” 

Kevin first picked up a set of dumbbells aged 12 and has been putting 

himself through a grueling training regime ever since. 

Most days he can be found training with atlas balls, tractor tyres and cabers 

on a plot of land gifted to him by the local authorities after he kept trashing 

the grass with his heavy lifting gear. 

The record-breaking strongman, who has three children with wife Suzanne, donates any winnings or money 

raised through his stunts to local charities. 

He added: “I’ve set many records over the years – I’ve pulled planes, trucks, ships and trains. Just about 

everything you can pull. 

“About the only thing I haven’t pulled has been muscles. I’ve been competing at an extreme level for 21 years 

and don’t want to stop now. 

“I’ve been given the ability to do this and I believe it is a gift from God. 

“The deal with gifts like this is you have to use them to help people otherwise it would be ungrateful. 

“So with all my world record attempts I’ve always tried to raise money for charity.” 

His greatest achievement was pulling a CC-177 Globemaster III, weighing 188.83 tonnes – and raising $65,000 

(£39,000) in one go. 

Describing the monumental moment he pulled the plane, Kevin said: “I was pulling and pulling for about 45 

seconds before it even started to move. 

“I was completely exhausted – I couldn’t feel my muscles any more, but my mind just took over. 

“I pulled with everything I was worth and eventually it started rolling. 

“After I broke the record, I didn’t stop because I had zoned everything out and didn’t hear the Guinness 

adjudicator. 

“It was only when my son Jacob, who was alongside me, actually slapped me that I asked why he was hitting 

me and he shouted you’ve done it you can stop.” 

But Kevin’s unusual hobby of pushing himself to the physical limits doesn’t sit too well with his wife Suzanne. 

Kevin added: “My family is very supportive of the things I do, but it hasn’t always been that way. 

“After I set my first record my wife asked me to stop as it worried her too much. She is always concerned 

when I am doing these feats of strength and usually can watch when they are taking place. 

“But I have travelled the world to break records and so at least we get a nice trip out of it now.” 

Kevin now plans to continue breaking records – including eyeing up the record for the most cars pulled at 

once. 

He said: “Everyone wants to know what’s next. I’m healthy and fit and I’m not going to stop yet. Going to 

attempt the record for the most cars pulled by a person in a few weeks. But I’m waiting for the next big idea 

to come my way.” 

 

The Reverend Dr. Kevin Fast 
World’s Strongest Priest 
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 "'Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them,' says the Lord. 

'Do I not fill heaven and earth?' says the Lord." 
 

As we turn our calendars forward from 2019 into 2020, I invite you to flip backward in 

time with me, more than 2,600 years ago to a world hauntingly similar to our own social 

situation today. Like Jeremiah, we have false teachers in our midst. Like him, we suffer 

from the idolatry of leaders who maximize their profit margins while minimizing how they 

treat people living on the margins or in poverty. Now, like then, we have people in power 

who are so ethically bankrupt, so morally devoid of truth that they hate God's Word. As 

Jeremiah said, "From the least to the greatest of these, every one of you is greedy for unjust 

gain and from the prophet to the priest, everyone deals falsely." 

 

Jeremiah's life was located in the midst of trouble and loaded with struggle. From the time 

he was set apart by God before his birth, his life knew nothing but trouble. But despite 

unpopularity, antipathy, and death threats, Jeremiah had an iron man reputation, standing 

strong with prophetic fortitude through his 40-year career. Like a burning fire shut up in 

his bones, Jeremiah refused to tip toe around the truth. His sermons were chock full of 

challenging words that got in the face and under the skin of the religious establishment. 

"Unless you turn around," he warned them, "You will be like human corpses, falling like 

dung upon the open field." Certainly not the kind of words that wins friends, influences 

people, or satisfies the status quo. 

 

Jeremiah sometimes reminds me of a howling backwoods blues singer, his harmonica 

wailing, his guitar strumming his pain with his fingers. Listen to these lyrics from 8:18 of 

his song book. "My joy is gone. Grief is upon me. My heart is sick. Is there no balm in 

Gilead?" Jeremiah was stressed, distressed, fatigued, and fed up with what was going on 

around him. Have you ever felt drained and down in the dumps by how tough it is to be 

alive? By how tough it is to be a believer? "I have become a laughingstock," Jeremiah 

cried out, "All day long everyone mocks me." Sisters and brothers, that's the same world 

you and I inhabit. And God has also set us apart in the church with the promise, "'Who can 

hide in secret places so that I cannot see them,' says the Lord. 'Do I not fill heaven and 

earth?' says the Lord." No matter what people think, there is a God who sits on high and 

yet looks low on those dwelling in the valleys of the shadow of death, smarter than the 

smartest artificial intelligence. 

 

Text: Jeremiah 23:24 
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This God knows human suffering. This God is both aware of what is unfair and cares about 

injustice. The good news is if you're suffering today, there is no pain that God does not 

feel. The bad news is if you think you're getting away with what you're doing today, you 

are not. There is no place you can hide from God. Almost 50 years ago, Arthur Carl 

Piepkorn wrote these timeless words, "In our era and in our culture with its drift towards 

the demonic, it's flight from integrity toward disintegration, and a centrifugal thrust toward 

undisguised nihilism, we need as the church to be able to affirm that our whole universe 

hangs together in Christ. In Christ alone we stand strong." 

 

Like Jeremiah. We can become exhausted by the circumstances of life, but I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life who will fill our brokenness with wholeness, will 

fill our regretfulness with forgiveness, fill our sorrowfulness with the joyfulness of Jesus, 

fill our feelings of hopelessness with seeing the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 

living. Has sin left you with spiritual indebtedness? God has the perfect righteousness, 

earned by Jesus, with your name on it. "The Lord is our righteousness." Jeremiah declares. 

The same Jesus who was filled with the fullness of God in turn fills you and me with that 

same fullness so that we are no longer full of ourselves, no longer filling up on the rubbish 

of this world, but we are full of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, our Lord. As 

my friend David Scaer puts it. "Whereas baptism places believers into Christ, the Eucharist 

places Christ into believers and now that they're in Christ with Christ in them, these 

believers can't help but extend mercy to the Christ in the least of those around them." 

 

You see, we are set apart by Christ from our sandboxes of selfishness. We are set free for 

lives of selfless service. We may feel depleted and drained, but God is replete with power 

to fill you, overflowing in three splashes of water, you are baptized. You have the same 

promise God gave to Jeremiah. "I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and 

redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless." You have been yanked from death to life, 

delivered by the Father, redeemed by the Son and kept by the Spirit, no matter what you're 

going through. I have two friends as I speak these words who are in hospice care. They 

may well have transitioned by the time you hear this. One is black, one is white, one is a 

clergyman, the other is a lay woman. Both worked for the Lutheran church for decades. 

 

Both are filled to the brim with faith in ways that led me to ask them the reason for their 

joy despite their diagnosis of death. Both share that they see the hand of God keeping them 

through this. One texted me these words, quote, "I feel that God is directing even these 

things and has not abandoned me. In fact, God shows up many times during the day, in a 

helpful nurse, a caring doctor, messages and visits from friends." In the words of Jean 

Vanier, "God is good, and whatever happens, it will be the best." Because of sin, we all 

have a diagnosis of death, but Psalm 16:11 promises us, in God's presence, there is fullness 

of joy. 

 

In this Christmas season, we find the epicenter of joy, it's located in Bethlehem, when 

eternal love for you and me became flesh just like you and me. When the Son of God was 

born in a simple shed to a humble woman. I'm sure St. Mary often felt alone. God's chosen 

ones can feel like voices crying in the wilderness, unheard, out of step, uncool, all alone. If 

that's the way you sometimes feel, you are in good company. Martin Luther once said that 

true prophets often feel truly alone. Moses was alone in the Exodus. Elijah was alone in 

King Ahab's day. Isaiah was alone in Jerusalem, Hosea alone in Israel, Jeremiah alone in 
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Judea, Ezekiel alone in Babylon. And many of us feel alone as we face this world. When 

we face our own worlds of personal financial crises, of diseases that we can't tell anybody 

about and nobody has a cure for, of dreams that have crumbled to dust in the palm of our 

hands, of ailing and failing parents, of leaders who disappoint us bitterly, of super-

complicated relationships, of families that seem to be fracturing, of desperate prayers that 

seem to go nowhere. 

 

We could add that Jesus must've felt alone in that most God-forsaken place of His 

execution. But this Jesus is the location of lavish love, bloodied and beaten indeed, but 

with the fullness of God dwelling bodily. Listener, please know that you are loved beyond 

what your brain can contain, loved by a lover whose unlimited love hung on the cross for 

you. And in this crucified and resurrected Jesus, all things hold together. Beloved, we 

might feel sometimes like we're running on empty, that our pain is pointless, but I tell you 

today that in this Christ, our pain is not without purpose. We are filled with the fullness of 

God so that we can witness to others from our weakness so that we can pour out ourselves 

for others. As Jeremiah found out, you cannot out pour out God. The pessimist thinks my 

cup is half empty. The optimist thinks my cup is half full. We believe with the Psalmist, 

my cup overflows because there is nowhere that the God who fills heaven and earth is not. 

 

There is no life that is not encircled by God. There is no person in whom God is not 

invested. There are no unsupervised processes in the universe. Life is no game of spiritual 

hide and seek. God's love has already found you. And as John 1:16 assures us, all who 

believe will receive grace upon grace upon grace. "Do I not feel the whole heaven and the 

whole earth?" Says the Lord. Not just the place and the time that we occupy. God is not 

just our God or the God of just our people, or just our nation or our congregation or our 

denomination or our demographic category, or our tribe, or our ethnicity or our language. 

There is no justice if it's just about just us. No, God is the God of all time and all space and 

all people. In Christ, all things hang together. Step into your new year with this fresh 

recognition that the Holy Spirit wants to fill every nook and cranny of your life until you 

overflow with God's everlasting love for everybody. In the Name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, Amen.    
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Sabbatical Plans 
 

Information on Part II of President Denninger's Sabbatical 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Southeastern District, 

  

Happy New Year! 

  

I am writing to you today to share some information on President Denninger’s Sabbatical and to ask for 

your prayers. Over the weekend, our District President, Rev. Dr. John Denninger, embarked on the 

second phase of his Sabbatical journey. 

  

Background – A Presidential Sabbatical 
In our September 2018 meeting, the Southeastern District Board of Directors granted President Denninger 

a 3-month sabbatical, to be taken one month each year over the three years (2019-2021), per the model of 

previous SED Presidents. President Denninger is delighted to have the opportunity to explore and 

research techniques and strategies that support the neighborhood ministry vision of the SED. Connie is 

supporting this adventure with her prayers and her presence as well (she is travelling with him on Parts II 

and III). President Denninger spent Part I of his Sabbatical traveling through Southeast Asia in February 

2019. He describes his plans for Part II below. A grant has been secured through the Lutheran Home and 

Hospital Foundation to underwrite the cost of this sabbatical. 

  

The Sabbatical Focus 
President Denninger’s primary focus since being elected District President nearly eight years ago has 

been seeking ways to spread the love and name of Jesus in the third largest mission field in the world, the 

United States. With that focus front and center, he has designed his sabbatical experiences to provide him 

with opportunities to learn from those who are working effectively in their mission fields. Specifically, he 

is exploring places around the globe where the baptized members of the body of Christ are living a 

missionary lifestyle in cultures where Christianity is discouraged and marginalized or even illegal.  

  

President Denninger seeks to learn: 

 The stories of individuals who became followers of Jesus, in spite of personal risk 

 What these Christians understand as their mission in life 

 How they go about accomplishing their mission 

 What spiritual support they receive from their pastors and the local congregation 

 What spiritual tools they rely on to fulfill their mission 

 The joy and the challenge they experience as they live a missionary life 

 Approaches they use to share the Gospel of Jesus with an acquaintance 

 How they work together to plant new churches 

 What coaching they have for Christians living in the United States, as Christianity becomes more 

marginalized in our culture 
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Sabbatical, Part II – The Holy Land 
President Denninger writes, “Part II of my exploration takes Connie and 

me to Israel. The first two weeks of our sabbatical we will be leading a 

tour (including quite a few folks from the Southeastern District) to Israel 

and Jordan. This will be our sixth Holy Land tour we are hosting. We love 

helping people have the experience of seeing the Bible come alive as they 

walk through the places where Jesus walked.  

 

This time, after our tour group flies back to the states, we will stay for an additional two weeks. During 

that time we will: 

 Meet with the Rabbi and members of two different Messianic Jewish communities 

 Celebrate Shabbat (Sabbath Day) in a Messianic Jewish home 

 Look at Holy Land sites through the eyes of an Orthodox Messianic Jew  

 Explore the Caspari Center, a Norwegian Lutheran Center that helps New Testament Christians connect 

with their Old Testament roots through courses, a research center and library, and by teaching individuals 

about Israel at the time of Jesus 

 Visit sites in Israel and the West Bank that we’ve not yet been able to visit 

 Connect (hopefully) with the new LCMS ministry in Tel Aviv – The Apple of His Eye under the direction 

of Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year, during Part I of my Sabbatical, I traveled to Myanmar and 

Cambodia and had opportunity to meet the leaders of the infant 

Cambodian Lutheran Church in Phnom Penh, to travel to see the house 

church leaders in the rural parts of Cambodia, and to work at a boys’ 

orphanage in Yangon, Myanmar. Part III will give us the opportunity to 

learn from one of the most effective missionaries of all time as Connie 

and I lead our first “Following the Footsteps of St. Paul” tour in Greece, Rome, and other places on his 

missionary trips.   

  

Once I have completed all three part of the sabbatical, I will summarize my learnings in writing. This 

document will be a guide that anyone can use as we seek to rekindle and invigorate the missionary effort 

in the United States."  

 

 

 

 

 

Giving Thanks 
Last week President Denninger shared that “In a couple days I will be launching on the second part of a 

three-part sabbatical granted to me by the Southeastern District Board of Directors. I am very thankful for 

the opportunity for this sabbatical that is being funded by a grant from the Lutheran Home and Hospital 

Foundation. I appreciate the SED Staff and the SED Presidium who are providing coverage while I 

engage in my sabbatical study. At the same time, due to the amazing internet, I’ll be able to be in touch 

with my office at all times.” 

  

A Request for Prayer 
I know you join me and the entire Board of Directors along with the District staff in praying for God’s 

special care for President John and Connie and the group they are leading on this exciting journey of 

learning and faith. Please pray that the Denningers return to us refreshed and rested with an even clearer 

vision for neighborhood ministry in the Southeastern District. Pray that the people they meet and 



Listening                                         Trusting                                    Rejoicing 
 

encounters they have will bring new insights as he prepares to lead us over the last 18 months of his 

presidency. Pray for abundant opportunities to experience the Gospel at work and that more people will 

become connected to Jesus as a result of this wonderful learning opportunity. Pray that God’s kingdom 

will grow. And, as always, pray that President John and Connie will be brought safely home.  

  

Thank you for your partnership in God’s mission! 

  

Blessings, 

  

Elizabeth Elgert, Chair 

SED Board of Directors 
 

 

AT THE PRESENTATION, WHY DOES SIMEON SAY 

THAT A SWORD WILL PIERCE MARY’S HEART? 

 
By Ginny Kubitz Moyer - February 21, 2011 

  

When Mary and Joseph bring the infant Jesus to the temple, Simeon tells Mary,  

 

“This child is destined for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 

may be revealed – and a sword will pierce your 

own soul, too.” (Luke 2:34-35)  

 

 

 

These words warn Mary that she will suffer along 

with her son as he fulfills God’s work. Pope John 

Paul II, in his encyclical letter Redemptoris Mater, 

explains it this way: “While this announcement on 

the one hand confirms [Mary’s] faith in the 

accomplishment of the divine promises of salvation, 

on the other hand it also reveals to her that she will 

have to live her obedience of faith in suffering, at the 

side of the suffering Savior, and that her motherhood 

will be mysterious and sorrowful.” 

 

 

https://bustedhalo.com/author/ginny-moyer
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Stewardship in Charitable Gift Planning  
For Associated Ministries, Gift Planning Counselors and Associate Counselors 

 
 
 
 

Did you know that Congress has made changes to distributions of IRAs after the Lord 

calls you home? If you have planned a “stretch IRA” for your heirs, that plan might not 

work anymore. If you would like some help thinking and praying about the Lord’s 

intentions for His gifts, your gift planning counselor with the LCMS Foundation can 

help. Contact Robert Wirth, LCMS Foundation Gift Planner @ robert.wirth@lfnd.org 

or 716-863-4427 for more information.  

 

 

If you are 70 ½ or older, you can make charitable contributions to your favorite ministry 

right from your 401(k), 403(b) or IRA. This is called “QCD” (Qualified Charitable 

Distribution). If you are required to take Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) 

from your account, these QCDs can offset them, saving you tax dollars.  

 

If you have named your children or grandchildren as beneficiaries of your IRA, did you 

know that they must withdraw that money within ten years after the Lord has called you 

home? This will be a taxable event for them. If you are planning to leave a gift to your 

favorite ministry, using your IRA for that purpose is a wiser option, using other (non-

taxable) assets for inheritance.   

 

Do you have a savings or investment account that you started years ago and have sort of 

forgotten about? You have found that you really don’t need the money in your 

life. Have you ever considered changing the beneficiary designation on that account so 

that when the Lord calls you home, that hidden asset will support ministry?  

 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

DEBT REDUCTION  

 Given by Shirley Lastner in memory of Roy on his birthday, January 30. 

mailto:robert.wirth@lfnd.org
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RUTH LEONA ULRICH (LUTZ) 

June 6th, 1927 - December 9th, 2019 
 

On December 9 , 2019, Ruth L. Ulrich (nee Lutz) passed away; beloved wife of the late William G. 

Ulrich, Jr.; devoted mother of Kirk Ulrich and his wife Jean and David Ulrich and his wife Cindy; 

sister of Betty Devaughn, Iva Thommen, Dorothy Mueller, Mildred Stiephler and Martin Lutz; also 

survived by four grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

Rev. Dr. Arthur W. Scherer  

Southeastern District 

President Emeritus 
 

1939 - 2020 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Arthur W. Scherer, 80, President Emeritus of the Southeastern District, LCMS, was 

Called to Glory on Friday, January 10, 2020. He was the husband of Linda, with whom he shared 

44 years of marriage.  

 

Cards for the Scherer family may be sent to 13 Clay Lodge Ln Unit 403, Catonsville, MD 21228. 

  

In lieu of flowers, donations in honor and memory of Rev. Dr. Arthur W. Scherer may be made to 

Mid Atlantic Lutherans in Mission (MALIM) in care of Trinity Lutheran Church (2315 North 

Parham Rd, Richmond VA 23229). 
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. . . and on a cold 

winters’ day, Jim and 

Bob standing on the 

tailgate of a truck  . . . 

repairing our sign. 
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Fill the cup of your heart brimming full with gratitude, humbly ask for forgiveness and the chance to 

start fresh. The purpose of our life is to bring love and joy to others, 

God has trusted you with another chapter to fulfill this test. 

Happy blessed birthday to you! 

Happiness and pain and sorrow 

Were our portions through the years 

That we two have lived together; 

But love helped to dry all tears. 

And my heart gives me this message, 

Knowing all that I know now, 

If the clock could be turned backward, 

I’d still take that holy vow! 

Gertrude Buckingham 
 

“God will either give you what you ask for, or something far better.“ 
Robert Murray McCheyne 

FEBRUARY 

Harry Belsinger     3 February 

Roberta Wagner     4 February 

Tom Tittle    25 February 

Caroline Manley   27 February 
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL, BEREAVED, OR IN OTHER NEED OF PRAYERS: 

Helen Bargiel (I. Matusz' aunt), Carla Brandenburg, Ed Card, Rita Carder, Diane Ciccotelli (fr. Belsinger),  

Ken Davenport (br. S. Backof), Rev. and Mrs. Richard Gudgel (Pastor's grandparents),   

Mary Ingley (fr. Randall), Jon Jastram (fr. C. Kreyling), Lissa Marino, Robert Mazer,  

Joe McKeever (fr. Rymarz), Dot Polley (fr. Saunders), Dan O'Donnel (FHNS husband),  

Emily Ransil (fr. Cards), John Rokos, Mary Lou Roselli (fr. of Irene Matusz),  

Heather Saunders and baby, Jeffrey Saunders, Sherrie Saunders, Audrina Smith (fr. Cards),  

Tom Tittel, Aaron Weimer, Rosina Wenrich (sister Marino) 
 

 

PRAY FOR ALL THE MISSIONARIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN ALL THE WORLD 

 

 

REMEMBER ALL THE MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE IN OUR COUNTRY AND IN THE COALITION 

 WHO REMAIN OVERSEAS OR SERVE AWAY FROM HOME: 

 
Chaplain Mike Hendrick 
Pvt. Darrin M. Dingey 

Pvt. Kenneth Doster 

PFC Michael Cyr 

SPC George Wheeling 

Tech IV Craig Nesbitt 

Cpl. Brian Justice 

Sgt. Alex Dilks 

SSgt. April Lynn Brown 

Ssgt. Chris Nichols 

SSgt. Joseph Nichols 

SSgt. Kyle Silvernale 

Lt. J. G. Alex Palomino 

Capt. Matt Quinn 

“Did you know that while you were sleeping last night, 

Jesus was praying for you?  He lives to make 

intercession.  So when you and I get done with 

ourselves, and we focus our prayers on other people, we 

are doing exactly what Jesus is doing:  making 

intercession.” 
“Storm” – Jim Cymbala      

When you fall on your knees and ask God for help, don’t forget to fall back to your knees and 

say “Thank You” when he answers. 
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Rita Carder 

1631Millersville Road 

Millersville, Maryland  21108 

410-923-2965 

 

Jim Griffiths 

Greenfield Senior Living at Bel Air 

1415 St. Francis Road 

Bel Air, MD.  21014 

 

Jim and Anne Mazer 

Apt. 2013 

3001 St. Clair Drive 

Abingdon, MD.  21009 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sherrie Saunders 

212 Bynum Ridge Road 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

410-838-9660 

 

Diane Wagner 

500 Plumtree 

Bel Air, MD.  21015 

 

 
 

A CAREGIVER 
 
The heart of a caregiver is a rare element on earth 

They define the true meaning and value of God's worth 

The soul of a caregiver is precious and pure 

Their spirits are heavenly, of that I am sure 

The selfless compassion and love that they share 

Provides relief, joy, and comfort just knowing they're 

there 

Their efforts often unnoticed, full of strength and 

emotion 

Bring peace to the heavens with angelic devotion 

Many nights they are restless, their minds filled with 

unease 

Because they devote their lives to tend to others' needs 

There is none more deserving than one with the 

caregiver ability 

They show peace, love, and mercy and give our loved 

ones dignity 

Caregiver, a special place in heaven is waiting for you 

There is a special place inside my heart that is reserved 

for you, too 

Thank you for everything, all of it, and more 

I pray someone so kind is there for you when you knock 

on God's door 

You are loved and respected and cherished 

And I wouldn't have known what to do without you 

By Ryann Huff 
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SOMETHING TO TICKLE 

YOUR FUNNY BONE 

 

 

John Smith was the only Protestant to move 

into a large Catholic neighborhood. On the 

first Friday of Lent, John was outside grilling 

a big juicy steak on his grill. Meanwhile, all of his neighbors were eating cold tuna fish for supper. 

This went on each Friday of Lent.  

 

On the last Friday of Lent, the neighborhood men got together and decided that something had to be 

done about John. He was tempting them to eat meat each Friday of Lent, and they couldn't take it 

anymore. They decided to try and convert John to be a Catholic. They went over and talked to him 

and were so happy that he decided to join all of his neighbors and become a Catholic. They took 

him to Church, and the Priest sprinkled some water over him, and said, "You were born a Baptist, 

you were raised a Baptist, and now you are Catholic." The men were so relieved, now their biggest 

Lenten temptation was resolved.  

 

The next year's Lenten season rolled around. The first Friday of Lent came, and just at supper time, 

when the neighborhood was setting down to their tuna fish dinner, 

came the wafting smell of steak cooking on a grill. The 

neighborhood men could not believe their noses! WHAT WAS 

GOING ON?  

 

They called each other up and decided to meet over in John's yard to 

see if he had forgotten it was the first Friday of Lent. The group 

arrived just in time to see John standing over his grill with a small 

pitcher of water. He was sprinkling some water over his steak on the 

grill, saying,  

 

"You were born a cow, you were raised a cow, and now you are a fish." 
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