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It seems the future has become very uncertain, doesn’t it? All of our plans for the next month 

have gone out the window. We won’t even be able to assemble together to celebrate the 

Resurrection on Easter Day this year. As the foreboding wave of viral infections continues to 

rise, we begin to wonder: will we sink or swim? Will we be able to ride this out or is this the 

end? Will I see loved ones again or will they be among the statistics of those whose lives will be 

lost? Will I even be able to attend their funerals? We might never contract COVID-19, and yet 

these questions plague us all.  

 

The future has always been uncertain. No, let me rephrase that—the future has always been 

certain, but the path between here and there is unknown. Let me explain what I mean. Our future 

is Christ’s future. We know God’s promise is unshakable. Our future is grounded in His Word: 

the promise of resurrection and life eternal. However, the path between here and there is known 

only to the Lord. That is the way it has always been. Our lives have always been lived in His 

tender loving care. Long before you were born, the Lord knew every fear you would face in this 

life. He knew you would face uncertainties and doubts, and most importantly He knew that He 

would see you through them all. He knew that He would provide you with everything you need 

to carry out His calling for you, until that moment when He calls you to be with Himself.  

 

Meditate on what Paul writes in II Corinthians 4:13-18, 

We have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I 

spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will 

raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that 

as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So 

we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day 

by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 

all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 

things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.    (continued next 

page) 
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Dear People of Advent, 

 

What do you do when you don’t know what to do? 
 

“Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored.” 

2 Thessalonians  3:1 
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So what do you do when you don’t know what to do? You do the only thing you’ve ever been 

asked to do—you look to Him in faith.  

 

I’d like you to keep this prayer close to your heart in the days and weeks ahead: 

 

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 

paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, 

not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Here for you in these troubling times, 

 

Pastor Aaron Bueltmann 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

\ 
Though we cannot meet in person at this time, we can still worship together in Christ from our 

homes in this unique way. If you or someone you know does not have access to our services, 

please let Pastor Aaron know and he will add them to the email list. Please contact Pastor Aaron 

if you or someone you know does not have Internet access and would still like a DVD or CD 

copy of the upcoming Holy Week sermons.  

Irene Matusz has placed the recent online services on our website:  adventluthch.org 

 

PLEASE ATTEND OUR DIGITAL SERVICES VIA YOUTUBE. 
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Dear People of Advent, 

Thank you so much for your kindness that you have shown 

to me during my time of convalescence and rehabilitation 

from this knee surgery. I truly appreciate the many 

meals that you have so lovingly prepared for me. I 

appreciate the thoughtful cards and phone calls. I thank 

you for your prayers. It has all meant so much to me and 

truly makes me feel loved. I thank the Lord for the love 

that He has shown me through all of you. I hope we can 

all see each other in person again soon! 

Your pastor, 

Aaron 
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2230 Rock Springs Road, Forest Hill, Maryland 

410-838-5967 

 

www.adventluthch.org   (Church) 

www.adventchildcare.com  (Child Development Center) 

 

Sunday Worship Service – 9:30 AM         Sunday School – 11 AM 

Wednesday Bible Study – 10 AM 

 

The Reverend Aaron J. Bueltmann 

The Reverend Paul V. Bickel, Pastor Emeritus 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Jerry Backof, Harry Belsinger, Richard Randall, Stacey Roush 

 

ELDERS 

Richard Broomfield, Dennis Card, Jerry Miller, Tom Tittel 

 

EDUCATION – ADVENT CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Jerry Backof, Rick Broomfield, Celeste Card, Lois Schreiber,  

Wayne Shuckle, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

FINANCE 

Harry Belsinger, Terry Cooper, Wilma Muir, Susan Rymarz, Lois Schammel, Julie Tittel 

 

MUSIC 

Organists, Pianists 

Richard Broomfield, Celeste Card, Rachel Card, Wilma Muir 

 

ACE (Advent Contemporary Ensemble) 

Clarence Broomfield, Richard Broomfield, Jeff McGranor, Tom and Julie Tittel, Mike Whitacre 

 

OUTREACH 

Nancy Belsinger, Martha Cooper, Carol Kidd, Carol Kreyling, Verna Liescheidt,  

Jane Miller, Stacey Roush, Susan Rymarz, Laura Sipes, Pam Weimer 

 

PROPERTY 

Richard Broomfield, Jim Liescheidt, Jeff McGranor, Bob Wilke 

 

http://www.adventluthch.org/
http://www.adventchildcare.com/
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SERVICE DATE TEXT 

 

PALM SUNDAY, 

SUNDAY OF THE 

PASSION 

 

5 April 2020 

 

Is. 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:19-29 or 31:9-16; Phil. 2:5-11; 

Joh 12:12-19 (Palm Sunday Procession) and  

Matt. 26:1-27:66 or Matt. 27:11-66 or John 12:20-43 

 

 

HOLY (MAUNDY) 

THURSDAY 

 

9 April 2020 

 

Ex. 24:3-11 or Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:12-19; Heb. 

9:11-22 or 1 Cor. 11:23-32; Matt. 26:17-30 or  

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

 

 

10 April 2020 

 

Is. 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22 or Psalm 31;  

Heb. 4:14-16; 5:7-9;  John 18:1-19:42 or John 19:17-30 

 

THE RESURRECTION 

OF OUR LORD – 

EASTER  

SUNRISE 

 

 

12 April  2020 

 

 

Is. 42:14-21; Psalm 142; Eph. 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 or 

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

 

 

THE RESURRECTION 

OF OUR LORD – 

EASTER DAY  

 

12 April  2020 

 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jer. 31:1-6; Psalm 16;  

Col 3:1-4; Matt. 28:1-10 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY 

OF EASTER 

 

 

19 April 2020 

 

Acts 5:29-42; Psalm 148; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY 

OF EASTER 

 

 

26 April 2020 

 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-14; 1 Peter 1:17-25; 

Luke 24:13-35 

 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 

and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the ages.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

APRIL 2020 READINGS 
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HOW WILL GOD USE YOUR CHURCH IN THE COMING YEAR?  

HERE ARE 52 EASY IDEAS TO INSPIRE YOU: 
 

1. The 52 Challenge: Members commit to personally invite one person—friend or stranger—to 

church every week this year, and write the names on their personal calendar. 

2. Snow Day: Build dozens of snowmen on the church lawn. Decorate snow-families with creative 

props and signs inviting folks to church. 

3. Plan a baby shower for a local pregnancy center on Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, the third 

Sunday in January. 

4. Sunday Brunch: Deliver invitations to homes located near the church building inviting them to 

worship services and to a Sunday brunch beforehand with their neighbors (and some friendly 

church members). 

5. Pray for Leaders: Invite local government leaders to your worship service. Recognize those 

who are able to attend and pray for them. 

6. Community-Wide Blood Drive: Support your local blood bank. 

7. Date Night: Provide complimentary childcare for unchurched couples on Valentine’s Day. 

8. Nearly Wed Seminar: Invite engaged couples to an 8-week seminar before church or during the 

week. Each session is a topical Bible study about marriage, with homework and handouts. At 

completion, couples get a certificate and promote to newlywed class. 

9. Mission Trip Mania: Plan several mission trips for the year—local, national, international—and 

challenge members to either participate personally or help sponsor another participant. 

10. Interactive Missions Fair: Educate the entire church about how your church does missions 

both locally and globally. Invite missionaries your church supports and local ministries you partner 

with to set up booths. 

11. Biggest Workday Ever: Plan dozens of projects, involving all age groups. Challenge members 

and regular attenders to commit at least two hours for planting, painting, cleaning, and other DIY 

projects. 

12. Host a Kite-Flying Day: Encourage kids, teens, and adults to participate and invite friends. 

Give awards for highest, longest in flight, and most creative kite. 

13. Community Easter Egg Hunt: Provide kids’ music, candy-filled eggs, snacks, and a puppet 

show about the meaning of Easter. Distribute bookmarks or refrigerator magnets that list weekly 

and special events for kids. Don’t forget to invite everyone to Easter worship. 

14. 1-2-3 Serve! Each small group in the church plans a servant evangelism project on the same 

Saturday, blitzing the entire community with good works in Jesus’ name. 

15. Friend Day: Encourage every member to bring an unchurched friend to worship. 
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16. Car-Care Clinic: Enlist the help of some men in your church to set up a free oil and lube 

change and general car maintenance operation at your church for the single moms and widows in 

your community. 

17. Stop & Pray Day: On May 1, National Day of Prayer, use an outside banner to invite the 

community to come inside and pray. Play background music, light some candles, and provide a 

simple prayer guide, sign-in-book, and printed invitation to worship. 

18. Mother’s Day is perfect for a baby dedication and to promote the launch of a small group for 

new parents. 

19. School’s Out Celebrations: Host three last-day-of-school parties. Elementary kids’ ice cream 

party, middle school pizza party and treasure hunt; high school sand volleyball tournament and 

Christian concert. Provide a summer calendar of church events for each age group. 

20. Welcome Wagon: Deliver welcome baskets to people who move into your community. Include 

baked goods or pantry items, information about your church, as well as coupons to local businesses. 

The Chamber of Commerce can provide you with the names and addresses of people who recently 

have relocated to your area. 

21. Be Festive: As a church, participate in the town’s annual fair or festival. Wear church T-shirts 

and have fun. Make a parade float, host a diaper changing station, or offer to be the cleanup crew. 

22. Neighborhood Cookout: Encourage church members or small groups to host a neighborhood 

cookout one Saturday and invite their neighbors to church. 

23. Cool Comfort: Open your facility to those in the community who may not have air 

conditioning. Provide play areas for moms with young kids. Set up a workspace for college students 

with free Wi-Fi access. 

The summer heat is especially dangerous for seniors. Providing a cool place for them to spend their 

days may even save a life. You may need to arrange transportation to and from their homes. 

For more great ideas, read “52 Ideas for Inviting Someone to Church This Year” 

24. Student Camp Sendoff: Members of an adult Bible class select a camper, prepare a snack bag 

for the trip, and pray for them that week. 

25. Outdoor Concert: Invite the entire community to a free outdoor concert on the church lawn. 

26. Thank Local Heroes: Invite fire fighters, police officers, emergency medical personnel, and 

others for a special recognition service and lunch at your church. 

27. All-Church Picnic: Plan a fun-filled day of food, games, and fellowship. 

28. VBS. Vacation Bible School is an enormous outreach. Visit LifeWay.com/vbs for ideas. 

29. Middle School Summit: Incoming middle school students and their parents rotate through 10-

minute topical classes taught by church youth leaders and Christians who teach or work in local 

middle schools. Afterward, kids have a party and parents eat out together. 

30. Back-to-School Backpacks: Partner with a local school or shelter and donate backpacks filled 

with school supplies to school-age children whose families need financial assistance. 

31. Move It: Recruit volunteers to wear church T-shirts and help with move-in day at your local 

college. Invite students to Sunday worship and a homemade lunch in their honor. 

32. Snacks for Teacher Workday: Bible study classes or small groups select a local school, 

prepare and deliver baskets of snacks with a note of thanks and a prayer for the upcoming school 

year. 

33. First Day, Moms Pray: Host a tea for moms just after they drop their kids off for the first day 

of school. Seat them by school or child’s grade level for fellowship. Pray for the moms and the 

children. Provide a list of church activities and worship times. 

34. Explosion Sunday: Kick-off new small groups and invite guests and unconnected members to 

join one. 

35. Adopt an International Student. A majority of international students who come to the U.S. to 

study are never invited into an American home. Work with your local university to host an 

https://factsandtrends.net/2019/01/02/52-ideas-for-inviting-someone-to-church-this-year/
http://vbs.lifeway.com/
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international student throughout the year. Pick them up at the airport when they arrive. Invite them 

to dinner once a month and spend time with them during the holidays. 

36. “Meet the Teacher” Sunday: Kids invite their schoolteacher, principal, cafeteria worker, etc., 

and sit by them in worship. Pray for them during church and honor them with a brief milk and 

cookies fellowship afterward. 

37. Singles Dream Team: About one-third of adults in your town are single. Form a top-notch 

team to pray and plan multiple small groups, events, and ministries for singles. Kick off with a 

single adult retreat. 

38. New Members Fellowship: Host a bi-annual or quarterly event for new church members to 

help them feel welcome and make friends. 

39. Minister Appreciation Week: Ask members and attenders to send a note of appreciation to the 

pastor(s) during the first week of October. 

40. Stock the Pantry: Ask members to donate non-perishables to your church’s food pantry or a 

local food bank. 

41. Pumpkinpalooza: Display an invitation banner and gobs of pumpkins outside. Kids under 12 

pick a pumpkin, decorate it and take it home. Take family photos and invite guests to pick them up 

on Sunday. 

42. Senior Adult Revival: Plan a weeklong daytime evangelistic revival for senior adults. Serve 

lunch. Encourage members to bring friends who may not know Christ. 

43. Citywide Thanksgiving Art Exhibit: In early fall, begin to solicit entries from church 

members, friends, local artists, art clubs and classes. Using any medium, artists illustrate a 

Thanksgiving theme. Deadline is end of October, and art is displayed in the church lobby 

throughout November. 

44. Fall Daylight Savings: Plan ahead so early arrivers (who forgot to change their clock) can 

enjoy their error. Signs at doors can offer doughnuts and coffee in the foyer, library time, or an 

invitation to watch the praise team rehearse. 

45. Election Day: Before voting day, each Bible study class selects one elected position such as 

Sheriff or City Commissioner. The group purchases a Bible, highlights favorite Scriptures, and 

delivers it immediately after the election with a note promising prayer for that leader. 

46. Baptism Sunday: Invite people who want to become a Christian, and believers who have never 

been baptized to sign up for a big baptism Sunday. Provide printed and e-invitations for their family 

and friends. 

47. Missions Parade: Emphasize international missions with a simple international parade during 

worship. Have children march around the worship center during a mission-themed song carrying 

miniature flags of the nations. 

48. Digital Thanks: Members submit one photo and a two-word description of something for 

which they’re thankful. Show a media presentation of the photos before and after the service. 

49. Holiday Food Baskets: Organize, prepare and deliver holiday food baskets to families and 

individuals in need. 

50. Wrap It Up: Provide free gift-wrapping for mall shoppers. Promote upcoming Christmas 

events at your church. 

51. Christmas Caroling: Teams blanket the community with caroling then meet later for hot 

cocoa. 

52. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Keep it brief and family friendly. Plan ahead for quality 

music and friendly greeters. Invite the entire community. 

 

DIANA DAVIS is an author, columnist, and speaker. For more ministry ideas, visit 

DianaDavis.org. 
 

http://www.dianadavis.org/
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HOW MANY OTHER PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE WERE  

RESURRECTED FROM DEATH? 

by Shari Abbott, Reasons for Hope* Jesus | Apr 1, 2018 

Jesus was not the only person brought back, from death to life, by resurrection.  There are clear 

accounts of resurrections in both the Old Testament and the New Testament.  There were three 

individuals in the Old Testament, five individuals in the New Testament, and an unnumbered group 

of people who were resurrected from the grave following Jesus’ resurrection. 

Let’s consider the individuals in chronological order and then the group. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 

 

The Widow of Zarephath’s son (1 Ki 17:17–24): The first account of a resurrection in the Bible is 

that of a widow’s son. We do not know the names of either the mother or son.  The mother is simply 

referred to as a widow from Zarephath who provided food and lodging to the prophet Elijah. God 

had directed Elijah to go to Zarephath and had told him that a widow there would welcome him into 

her home.  While Elijah was staying in the widow’s home, her son became very ill and died.  The 

widow thought her son’s death was a judgment from God because of her sin and she blamed Elijah 

for his death (1 Kings 17:17–18). Elijah took the dead boy from his mother’s arms, carried him to 

the upper room where he had been staying, laid the boy on the bed, and prayed, “O LORD my God, 

have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?” (1 Kings 

17:19-20)  Elijah then “stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the LORD 

and said, ‘O LORD my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to him.’” (1 Ki 17:21)  The Lord 

revived (resurrected) the child and Elijah took him to his mother who proclaimed she believed 

Elijah to be “a man of God, and ‘the word of the Lord in [his] mouth is the truth’” (1 Ki 17:22-24) 

The Shunammite Woman’s Son (2 Ki 4:18–37):  Again there was a son of an unnamed woman 

(known only as a Shunammite)  resurrected. This time it was by Elijah’s successor, Elisha. 

Elisha often stayed in the upper room of the home of this woman and her husband.  One day the 

couple’s son died when Elisha was in Mount Carmel.  The woman laid his body on Elisha’s bed 

and set out to find Elisha (2 Kings 4:22-25). She found Elisha and pleaded that he come back to 

https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/author/shari-abbott/
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%2017.17%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%2017.17%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%2017.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%2017.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%2017.21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%2017.22-24
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Kings%204.18%E2%80%9337
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Kings%204.22-25
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Shunem, but Elisha gave his servant, Gehazi, his staff and sent him to the woman’s house.  He 

told Gehazi to lay the staff on the boy’s face (2 Kings 4:31). When Elisha and the Shunammite 

woman arrived at the house, Elisha went to the room, closed the door and prayed to God.  He 

then stretched himself upon the boy’s body and the body began to get warm (1 Kings 4:34).  

Elisha rose and walked around the room and then returned to stretch himself again upon the 

boy’s body.  After sneezing seven times, the boy arose from death (1 Kings 4:35) and Elisha 

took him to his mother (1 Kings 4:36-37). 

The Man Thrown Into Elisha’s Grave (2 Ki 13:20–21):  After Elisha died and was buried, 

bands of the Moabites invaded the land (2 Ki 13:20). As they were preparing to bury a man’s 

body near Elisha’s grave they saw an approaching band of men. In haste, the men threw the body 

into Elisha’s grave.  When the body touched the bones of Elisha, it was revived and the man 

stood up. (2 Ki 13:21) 

NEW TESTAMENT 

The Widow of Nain’s Son (Luke 7:11–17): The first resurrection Jesus performed took place in 

the town of Nain.  As He entered the town, Jesus crossed paths with a funeral procession.  A 

young man, the only son of a widow, had died and the coffin that held his body was being 

carried outside the city.  Jesus touched the coffin and said, “Young man, I say to you, arise” 

(Luke 7:14), and the dead man arose and began to speak.  Jesus then presented him to his mother 

(Luke 7:15). 

Jairus’ Daughter (Luke 8:49–56):  The synagogue leader, Jairus, approached Jesus in a crowd 

and begged Him to visit his house and heal his 12-year-old daughter who was dying (verse 41-

42).  Jesus was willing and together they set out for the home of Jairus.  Along the way, they 

were stopped by a messenger sent from Jairus’ home.  The messenger told them that Jairus’ 

daughter had died, but Jesus responded with “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be 

made well.” (Luke 8:50).  When they arrived at the house, Jesus permitted no one to enter except 

the girl’s parents and Peter, James, and John.  Jesus said to all those who had gathered to mourn, 

“Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.”  They laughed, knowing she was dead (verses 51-

53).  Jesus made them leave, then took the girl’s hand, and said, ”Little girl, arise.” (Luke 8:54). 

 Her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. (Luke 8:55) 

Lazarus of Bethany (John 11): This is undoubtedly a very well known account of resurrection, 

second only to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  Lazarus was Jesus’ friend and a message had 

come to Jesus telling that Lazarus was ill.  Jesus declared, “This sickness is not unto death, but 

for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4).  Although 

Jesus knew Lazarus was sick and needed healing, He delayed returning to Bethany (verse 6).   

Two days later, Jesus set out for Bethany. Lazarus’ sister Martha came to greet him along the 

way and Jesus gave her a clear proclamation of His resurrection power and that Lazarus would 

live again (John 11:25-26). Jesus lingered where Martha had met him, and when Martha returned 

home and told her sister Mary that Jesus was coming, Mary left to meet him. “When Mary came 

where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been 

here, my brother would not have died.” (John 11:33)  Seeing her weeping and those with her,  

Jesus was troubled in His spirit (John 11:34) and “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) When Jesus arrived 

in Bethany, Lazarus had been dead, in the tomb, for four days.  Jesus went to his tombe and said, 

“Take away the stone.” (John 11:39)  Jesus then thanked His Father for hearing His request 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Kings%204.31
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%204.34
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%204.35
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Kings%204.36-37
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Kings%2013.20%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Kings%2013.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Kings%2013.21
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%207.11%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%207.15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%208.49%E2%80%9356
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%208.50
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%208.54
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%208.55
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.33
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.34
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.35
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.39
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(John 11:41) and “cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth!’” (John 11:43). Lazarus rose 

from death and came out of the tomb. 

Tabitha (Acts 9:36–43): Tabitha (Greek name, Dorcas) was a disciple of Jesus who lived in 

Joppa. She was known for her good works and kind deeds. When she died, believers in Joppa 

laid her body in an upper room and sent for Peter. When Peter arrived, he sent the mourners out 

of the room and knelt down and prayed. Then he turned to the dead body and said, “‘Tabitha, 

arise.’ And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. Then [Peter] gave her his 

hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive.” 

(Acts 9:40-41)   Jesus had given the apostles power to raise the dead (Matt 10:8) as a way to 

show God’s power and authenticate their apostleship. When Peter raised Tabitha from death, it 

caused many in Joppa to believe (vs 42). 

Eutychus (Acts 20:7–12):  Eutychus was a young man who had gathered with others in the 

upper room of a house in Troas to hear the apostle Paul speak. While sitting in a three stories 

high window, he was overcome by sleep and fell to the ground and died (vs 9).  Paul went to 

him, fell on him, embraced him, and said to the others, “Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is 

in him” (Acts 20:10). Eutychus was raised from death to life by Paul who had also been given 

the power to raise the dead by Jesus. 

A GROUP OF RESURRECTED SAINTS 

 

Many Saints from the Grave (Matthew 27:50–53): This is perhaps the most curious of all the 

resurrections in the Bible because it did not occur at the time of death.  Plus, it was not an 

individual who was raised, but, as the Bible tells, many saints (vs 52).  We know very little about 

this group of resurrected saints, other than what the Book of Matthew records:  When Jesus gave 

up His spirit (i.e. Jesus died). “The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and the 

earth quaked, and the rocks were split” (Mat 27:50-51). Then the “graves were opened,” from 

which “many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised” (Mat 27:52), “and coming 

out of the graves after [Jesus’] resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.” 

(Mat 27:53)  On the same day Jesus bodily rose from the dead, these saints were also bodily 

resurrected and became witnesses in Jerusalem to the power of the resurrection from death from 

our Triune God. 

The Resurrection Above All Resurrections 

Just as Jesus is the Name above all names, His resurrection stands above all others.  In all the 

resurrections we just reviewed, each person lived again, but they also died again. 

 Only Jesus could was able to conquer death, because… 

 Only Jesus was sinless and not deserving of death. 

 Only Jesus rose from death, never to die again. 

All others who were resurrected were fully human, sinful beings. They deserved the penalty of 

sin. They deserved death.  But in His life, death, burial, and resurrection Jesus sacrificed Himself 

for all mankind.  He lived the perfect life, the life we can never live, and He died the only death 

that could ever atone for sins.  Jesus experienced God’s judgment so that we might never be 

judged.  He took God’s wrath, poured out on Him so that we might never experience God’s 

wrath.  He died so that we might never die. And He rose so that we might live. 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.41
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.43
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%209.36%E2%80%9343
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%209.40-41
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2010.8
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2020.7%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2020.10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2027.50%E2%80%9353
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2027.50-51
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2027.52
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2027.53
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WHAT MUST ONE DO TO BE SAVED 

To receive the blessings of the sacrificial life, death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

Christ (i.e. to be forgiven of one’s sins and receive eternal life), one must repent and trust in Jesus’ 

finished work. 

Rom 10:9  If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 

and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 

“Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON AGING 

Maya Angelou 

 

When you see me sitting quietly, 

Like a sack left on the shelf, 

Don’t think I need your chattering. 

I’m listening to myself. 

Hold! Stop! Don’t pity me!  

Hold! Stop your sympathy!  

Understanding if you got it, 

Otherwise I’ll do without it!  

When my bones are stiff and 

aching, 

And my feet won’t climb the 

stair, 

I will only ask one favor: 

Don’t bring me no rocking chair. 

When you see me walking, 

stumbling, 

Don’t study and get it wrong. 

‘Cause tired don’t mean lazy 

And every goodbye ain’t gone. 

I’m the same person I was back then, 

A little less hair, a little less chin, 

A lot less lungs and much less wind. 

But ain’t I lucky I can still breathe in.  

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2010.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.19
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15 WAYS TO SHOW YOUR FRIENDS THAT YOU CARE 

By Marydel Mitch Flores   

Walking with friends during the dark days is better than walking alone in the light. When I am 

asked about my happy thoughts with friends, I always say that no matter how big the fight is, I will 

always have the best friends in the world – the ones who will stay with me when the rest of the 

world walk out, who’ll stab me in the front, and who’ll walk with me instead of riding in a cab. 

Friendship may not be a big thing, but it is indeed a million little things we need to treasure for the 

rest of our lives, because aside from having a loving family, we have real friends whom we can 

count on during our struggles in life. 
Friendship is a special kind of Love, we may meet a lot of people in this big and complicated world, 

but you’ll only have a few chances to meet the real ones. They are the rare breed of humans who 

will love you despite of your weirdness and flaws. And I am fortunate enough to be surrounded by 

people who accept me for who I am. 

However, there are times when you really wish you could let that person or your friends know just 

how lucky you are to have them. 

Did you ever ask yourself when was the last time you did something special for your friend? When 

was the last time you appreciated all her efforts? Or when was the last time you told her how lucky 

you are to have her? 

If you want to show some love and appreciation to your friends but you don’t have any idea how, 

here are 15 ways to show your friends that you care. 

1. Listen to their rants. 
One thing a friend needs is someone who will listen to their rants and dramas in life. A good friend 

doesn’t always mean someone who has the right words to say, but rather, someone who knows how 

to be a good listener. Sometimes, your friends don’t need someone who will give them intelligent 

advice yet, someone who will just sit with them and listen to their crazy stories. 

2. Tell them how much you care. 
Your friends may already know how much you care about them, but they will appreciate it more if 

https://inspiringtips.com/author/marydelmitchseparaflores/
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you tell them personally that you love and value them. A simple text message of “I love you” or “I 

appreciate you” can also make a difference. This might sound a little embarrassing, but your friends 

will surely treasure it. 

3. Appreciate and compliment them. 
It is not hard to just say a little compliment to a friend every day. Your friendship is a special gift, 

which deeply needs to be cherished. Even a simple “thank you” to the people who makes your life 

so happy is highly valued. 

4. Be there when they need you. 
Always be there for your friend, especially during their struggles in life. The best and only thing 

you can do for a friend when they are in pain is to be by their side. Your presence has been already 

enough for them, you may not stop the downpour and aches, but a real friend will always be there to 

join you for a walk in the rain. 

5. Always communicate with them. 
One of the most concerning sights from a friend is through communication. Communication is the 

key to a better relationship with friends or even with your family and to couples. Always check how 

they’re doing or how they’re feeling today. It is not just for those who are in intimate relationships, 

but friends could also do that. 

If you are dining in a restaurant or wherever you are, avoid using your phone while she’s in a 

middle of talking. Not paying attention to her is a sign of disrespect and it means you care less 

about her and what she’s talking about. 

 

 

 

WISDOM IN A CUP 

 

A group of alumni, highly established in their careers, got 

together to visit an old university professor.  Conversation 

soon turned in to complaints about stress in work and life.  

 

Offering his guests coffee, the professor went to the kitchen 

and returned with a large pot of coffee and an assortment of cups - porcelain, plastic, glass, 

crystal, some plain looking, some expensive, some exquisite - telling them to help themselves to 

the coffee. When all the students had a cup of coffee in hand, the professor said: 

 

"If you noticed, all the nice looking, expensive cups were taken up, leaving behind the plain and 

cheap ones.  While it is but normal for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source 

of your problems and stress.  Be assured that the cup itself adds no quality to the coffee in most 

cases. It's just more expensive and in some cases even hides what you drink.  What all of you 

really wanted was coffee, not the cup. But you went for the best cups, and then began eyeing 

each other's cups." 

 

The professor continued, "Now consider this: Life is the coffee, and the jobs, money and position 

in society are the cups. They are just tools to hold and contain life, and the type of cup we have 

does not define, nor change the quality of life we live."   

https://www.beliefnet.com/prayables/inspiration/inspirational-stories.aspx 
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"LOVE FOR THE RENEGADE" 

 

February 25, 2020 

 

Genesis 3:21 - And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and 

clothed them. 

 

For the person who insists the God of the Old and New Testaments is aloof or far removed 

from human concerns, our text today says differently.  

 

Prior to chapter 3, the book of Genesis has God speaking into existence the heavens and 

the earth in six days. He calls into being the stars that dot the universe, the fish that swarm 

the oceans, and everything in between. This was lofty work to be sure. Filling the universe 

with sun-studded galaxies, complex planetary systems, and a world like ours was no small 

feat. And to show it was a massive undertaking, God took the seventh day to rest from His 

labors. 

 

But creation wasn't just about the imaginative act (as awesome as that was!) of calling 

something into existence out of nothing; it was also about appointing a being to oversee 

His handiwork. For man, the pinnacle of God's creation, made "in His own image" 

(Genesis 1:27b), He had very special plans. Humans not only bore the image of God, they 

were given dominion over His creation. With this delegation of power, God was not only 

pleased, He declared that "it was very good" (see Genesis 1:27-31). 

 

So far, so good, right? Well, not where man is concerned. Placed into what had to be an 

idyllic paradise of unbelievable beauty and tranquility, the man was given a simple 

directive: "You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you  shall 

surely die" (Genesis 2:16b-17). 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/b1csez/ny2zrwfb/3eyze5y
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Sounds plain enough. But in time, man—and the woman God gave him—soon found a 

way to mess it all up. Twisting God's simple command, they turned it to their own ends—

and the universe still bellows with the horror of their disobedience. 

 

"So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 

she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 

made themselves loincloths" (Genesis 3:6-7). 

 

Adam and Eve's blatant disrespect for God, and their slick duping by the serpentine 

powers of darkness, left them naked and afraid. Their single act undermined mankind 

completely. A fruitful life of keeping God's garden in His company had been sabotaged by 

their deliberate disobedience. The deed was done; the wheels were set in motion. Now, 

rather than run to the sovereign King of creation, they ran from His presence, thinking 

some trees would give them the secrecy they suddenly sought.  

 

Though their sin alienated them from God's presence, His care didn't end there. There was 

one more act of creation in store: "And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife 

garments of skins and clothed them" (Genesis 3:21). 

 

God—He never stops giving. Though we rebel and turn away, God covers us with His 

love. He did it in the garden; He did it on the cross.  He is always on our side. 

 

"What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him 

graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:31-32). 

  

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
DEBT REDUCTION 

GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF  

NANCY WANCOWICZ BY ALBERT AND JEANNE WALSH. 

. 
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QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 

Where is the pool of Siloam located? 

 

Answer to March’s Question:  Malta 

31 May 2020 
 

Acts 2:1-4 
 

 
1
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 

2
Suddenly a sound like 

the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 
3
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 
4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit enabled them. 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/acts/2/
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Fill the cup of your heart brimming full with gratitude, humbly ask for forgiveness and the chance to start fresh. 

The purpose of our life is to bring love and joy to others, 

God has trusted you with another chapter to fulfill this test. 

Happy blessed birthday to you! 

Happiness and pain and sorrow 

Were our portions through the years 

That we two have lived together; 

But love helped to dry all tears. 

And my heart gives me this message, 

Knowing all that I know now, 

If the clock could be turned backward, 

I’d still take that holy vow! 

Gertrude Buckingham 

“God will either give you what you ask for, or something far better.“ 
Robert Murray McCheyne 

Laura Sipes     8 April 

Pam Sartori   11 April 

Emily Roush   15 April 

Wilma Muir   16 April 

Kaitlyn Roush  29 April 

Brian Roush   29 April 

CELEBRATIONS 
APRIL 

Bob and Wilma Muir          22 April  
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL, BEREAVED, OR IN OTHER NEED OF PRAYERS: 

Helen Bargiel (I. Matusz' aunt), Zack Belsinger (Belsinger g.son), Carla Brandenburg, Ed Card,  

Rita Carder, Diane Ciccotelli (fr. Belsinger), Ken Davenport (br. S. Backof),  

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Gudgel (Pastor's grandparents),   

Mary Ingley (fr. Randall), Jon Jastram (fr. C. Kreyling), Lissa Marino, Robert Mazer,  

Joe McKeever (fr. Rymarz), Dot Polley (fr. Saunders), Dan O'Donnel (FHNS husband),  

Emily Ransil (fr. Cards), John Rokos, Mary Lou Roselli (fr. of Irene Matusz),  

Heather Saunders and baby, Jeffrey Saunders, Sherrie Saunders, Audrina Smith (fr. Cards),  

Tom Tittel, Aaron Weimer, Rosina Wenrich (sister Marino) 

 

PRAY FOR ALL THE MISSIONARIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN ALL THE WORLD 

 

REMEMBER ALL THE MILITARY AND CIVIL SERVICE IN OUR COUNTRY  

AND IN THE COALITION WHO REMAIN OVERSEAS OR SERVE AWAY FROM HOME: 

 
Chaplain Mike Hendrick 
Pvt. Darrin M. Dingey 

Pvt. Kenneth Doster 

PFC Michael Cyr 

SPC George Wheeling 

Tech IV Craig Nesbitt 

Cpl. Brian Justice 

Sgt. Alex Dilks 

SSgt. April Lynn Brown 

Ssgt. Chris Nichols 

SSgt. Joseph Nichols 

SSgt. Kyle Silvernale 

Lt. J. G. Alex Palomino 

Capt. Matt Quinn 

 

“Did you know that while you were sleeping last night, 

Jesus was praying for you?  He lives to make 

intercession.  So when you and I get done with ourselves, 

and we focus our prayers on other people, we are doing 

exactly what Jesus is doing:  making intercession.” 

“Storm” – Jim Cymbala      

When you fall on your knees and ask God for help, don’t forget to fall back to your knees 

and say “Thank You” when he answers. 

PRAYERS NEEDED 



Listening                                         Trusting                                    Rejoicing 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rita Carder 

1631Millersville Road 

Millersville, Maryland  21108 

410-923-2965 

 

Jim Griffiths 

Greenfield Senior Living at Bel Air 

1415 St. Francis Road 

Bel Air, MD.  21014 

 

Jim and Anne Mazer 

Apt. 2013 

3001 St. Clair Drive 

Abingdon, MD.  21009 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sherrie Saunders 

212 Bynum Ridge Road 

Forest Hill, MD.  21050 

410-838-9660 

 

Diane Wagner 

500 Plumtree 

Bel Air, MD.  21015 

 

 
 

A CAREGIVER 
 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

a smile, a laugh, a hug or embrace 

I watch the worry fall away from your face 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

I am your compass, your shinning north star 

I try to remind you of just who you are 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

Pictures and letters, music of old 

keep your mind warm and away from the cold 

I am the caregiver, the watcher, the guide 

I walk down the hall with you by my side 

the routine of night shows no wear and tear 

the light of the morning so soon will be here. 

By Lee McCurley 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=anqOi/Zn&id=ED81F0FA8C220CFDA012691EF01C15096FDAE454&thid=OIP.anqOi_ZntC5ftynWgYL12AHaE8&mediaurl=http://www.homeaidehomecare.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/caregivers.jpg&exph=1024&expw=1536&q=photo+of+a+caregiver&simid=607992868383098403&selectedIndex=12
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SOMETHING TO TICKLE 

YOUR FUNNY BONE 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN BLOOPERS 

 

 Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It is a good chance to get rid of those things not 

worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.  

 The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict. 

 The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water. The sermon tonight: Searching for 

Jesus. 

 Next Thursday, there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get. 

 The agenda was adopted…the minutes were approved…the financial secretary gave a grief 

report. 

 Barbara C. remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions. She is also 

having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor Jack’s sermons. 

 The ‘Over 60s Choir’ will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of the entire church. 

 Missionary from Africa speaking at Calvary Memorial Church in Racine. Name: Bertha 

Belch.  Announcement: “Come tonight and hear Bertha Belch all the way from Africa.” 

 Announcement in a church bulletin for a National Prayer & Fasting Conference: “The cost 

for attending the Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.” 

 Miss Charlene Mason sang, “I Will Not Pass This Way Again,” giving obvious pleasure to 

the congregation. 
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